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The Board of Zoning Appeals held a duly advertised meeting on Tuesday, January 13, 2009 at 7:01 PM at the Clarks Summit Borough, 304 South State Street, Clarks Summit and Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania.

The Chairman, Mr. Robert Kranick, called the meeting to order and Virginia Kehoe took roll.

Present: Chairman Mr. Robert Kranick, Vice-Chairman Mr. James Kresge, Alternate Mr. Kurt Grabfelder, Alternate Mr. John Jeffrey, Solicitor Robert Sheils III, Borough Manager Virginia Kehoe, and Court Stenographer Lisa Graff. Mr. Thomas Philbin was absent.
MINUTES: Minutes were presented for the September 9, 2008 meeting. Mr. James Kresge made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Mr. John Jeffrey and carried 2-0. 

Bob Kranick announced this meeting was advertised in the Abington Suburban on Wednesday, December 24, 2008 and Wednesday, December 31, 2008.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Reorganization:  Nominations for 2009 Chairman of the Board are now open.  James Kresge made a motion to nominate Robert Kranick to chair.  John Jeffery seconded the motion and carried 2-0.  Robert Kranick nominated James Kresge to vice chair. John Jeffrey seconded that motion and carried 2-0.  On the appointment of Shiels Associates/Attorney Robert Shiels for solicitor for 2009, Mr. Jeffrey votes yes, Mr. Kresge votes yes, and the chair votes yes and carried 3-0.  The board suggests reappointing secretary Virginia Kehoe who has been the secretary for several years.  Mr. Jeffrey votes yes, Mr. Kresge votes yes, and the chair votes yes and carried 3-0.  
Jordan 2009-01: 
Michael and Anita Jordan 402 Sheridan Avenue Clarks Summit PA 18411.  
The request is for relief of section 404 – District Regulations, Subsection 404.3-developmental standards.  The request is also for relief of section 501- Deviations from Required Sizes, Subsection 501.6 - projection into yards.  Willard Ziesemer, the code enforcement officer, was sworn in then distributed a handout and made a presentation.  The proposed new home to be constructed will be intruding the min. rear yard set back by one foot and the proposed deck is twelve feet in width, intruding the rear yard an additional two feet.  Virginia Kehoe and Anita Jordan were both sworn in.  Will Ziesemer stated the front of the house is on Hallstead but they will have a Sheridan Address.  The existing home is not handicap accessible.  The existing home will be raised and removed when the new home is built.  Mr. Ziesemer recommends approval of this variance request.  Mr. Jordan stated that there would be a stone driveway on the right hand side.  
The Board was ready to vote, and took a five minute recess at 7:24 PM before doing so. 

RECONVENE:
Robert Kranick spoke and said the CEO did a good job at presenting issues as to why this should be issued.  A person’s monetary or physical disability are not criteria for passing a variance.  However, this board is also known as the board of adjustments and he voted yes to the variance. The state of Pennsylvania put us here because sometimes the code itself is so restrictive that it is unreasonable to the extent that it does not give parties the right to enjoy their property as they should or in your particular case, to be able to utilize your property for your particular use.  John Jeffrey voted yes.  James Kresge had some questions.  Kurt Grabfelder asked if the house has a Sheridan address, what is the front side of the house when the house is turned?  The address of the house is solely for mailing.  The front of the house is where the front door is.  If the front of the house was the side of the house because of the address, all requirements would have been met.  Because the front of the house is on Hallstead, we are only going for the rear setback.  James Kresge voted yes in favor of that and was carried 3-0.  

ADJOURNMENT: 
James Kresge made a motion to adjourn.  John Jeffrey seconded the motion and it carried 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Lori Harris

Asst. Borough Secretary

