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The regular January Meeting of the Planning Commission was conducted on Wednesday, January 21, 2008 at approximately 7:02 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Chairman Durdan called the meeting to order. 

Recording secretary Virginia Kehoe took role. Members in attendance were John Durdan, John Recicar, Ed Yasinskas, Len Wesolowski, Chris O’Boyle, Carson Helfrich, Bob Naegele, Will Ziesemer, and Recording Secretary Virginia Kehoe.   Mike Cowley arrived at 7:04 PM.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Chairman Durdan sought approval of the agenda. A motion was made by Mr. Yasinskas and seconded by Mr. Recicar, to approve the Agenda as presented.  The motion carried 5 – 0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes were presented for the November 19, 2008 Planning Commission Meeting. Chris O’Boyle made a motion to accept the minutes with amendments. Len Wesolowski seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. 

COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 

PUBLIC INPUT/COMMENT:  Virginia Kehoe said the UCP public hearing and possible vote would be on February 4, 2009, at the regular council meeting.   They are trying to do some land studies and they didn’t have the results in time.  Virginia Kehoe and Will Ziesemer spoke about the variance on Sheridan Avenue.  The Zoning Hearing Board voted for their amendment.
SITE PLANS AND RE-SUBDIVISIONS:  None. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Site Tech Subdivision – sketch plan
E.P. Mancinelli presented a draft that is different than last year.  They added E&S pages.  It is showing detail of property lines.  They would like to extend Midway.  Nothing has to be done on Electric Street.  Hosfeld has some catch basins.  There are lots of things below the surface of the earth that has to be modified.  They (the developer) would like to get the property subdivided so the developer can sell the land for economic reasons.  They are here tonight because they don’t know what to do with the road.  Can they make it two different issues, one being to subdivision and the other being the road issues?  Virginia was concerned with separating the issues.  John Durdan stated that we cannot subdivide because there are three or more lots on the sketch plan and by definition this is a major subdivision and must follow the subdivision and land development ordinance.
Will Ziesemer spoke and said there will be an issue of getting over wetlands to get into lot one.  Will said there are some discrepancies in the two plans as to where the wetlands are shown.  There is no indication of where the FEMA 100 year flood zone is located on the site plan.  Will Ziesemer also wanted to point out there was a Frances Street that was on a 1928 map when the borough became incorporated.  It is not on the tax map.  It was not dedicated.   
With regard to question of opening Hosfeld Street, Virginia said she hasn’t gotten any direction from council.  The planning commission previously discussed the possibility of opening the road and developing the cart path inasmuch in accordance with the Borough ordinance as possible. Virginia Kehoe said some residents had expressed some concern over the road being opened. No public testimony has been received by the planning commission that is either in favor of or against opening Hosfeld.  Virginia suggested scheduling a public hearing before making a recommendation. John Durdan also stated that it would be beneficial to show the flood zone and the updated wetland delineation.  Virginia asked John Durdan to write an opinion letter about the road being opened for public safety and maintenance.  Mr. Mancinelli would like a copy of this letter.  Len Wesolowski made a motion to send this letter.  Ed Yasinskas seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
Sub-division/Land development Ordinance: In regard to historic districts, Virginia Kehoe asked how can we have new buildings take on a historic look?  We would have to have guidelines but they are difficult to compel without being designated an historic district.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Nuisance Ordinance.  There was discussion about how abandoned and junk vehicles are determined.   Will Ziesemer thinks license and registration is the key.  He has a problem with working order.  Virginia said if someone is tinkering on a car, it should be covered in a residential area.  There was discussion about how many cars would be too many to be considered a project and the location where the project is taking place as to the front or back yard.  If the vehicle is in a garage, there is no problem.  There was a suggestion under section 102 for it not only to say the property owner is responsible, but for it to say, property owner and/or occupant.  The nuisance ordinance was continued to be read over to include, unsanitary or dangerous material, dangerous structures, and wells; cisterns.  Virginia Kehoe went over vegetation and trees and said we could fall back on the Shade Tree Ordinance.  Decibels levels were not noted in noise.  Virginia Kehoe said she’d like to see this adopted sooner rather than later so Will can start using the nuisance ordinance. 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Planning Commission Mr. Wesolowski motioned to adjourn which was seconded by Mr. Yasinskas. The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:02 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Lori A. Harris


Assistant Borough Secretary
