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The Board of Zoning Appeals held a duly advertised meeting on Tuesday, May 12, 2009 at 7:00 PM at the Clarks Summit Borough, 304 South State Street, Clarks Summit and Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania.

The Chairman, Mr. Robert Kranick, called the meeting to order and Virginia Kehoe took roll.

Present: Chairman Mr. Robert Kranick, Vice Chairman Mr. James Kresge, Alternate John Jeffrey who will be sitting for Mr. Thomas Philbin who is absent tonight, Alternate Mr. Kurt Grabfelder, Solicitor Robert Sheils Jr., Borough Manager Virginia Kehoe, CEO Willard Ziesemer and Court Stenographer Lisa Graff. 

MINUTES: Minutes were presented for the April 14, 2009 meeting. Mr. Kresge made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Mr. Jeffrey and carried 3-0. 
NEW BUSINESS: 

2009-04 Basilico’s Restaurant – Variance: There are two separate variances requested for this property; one variance addressing off street parking and the second addressing lot coverage. The case was advertised in the Times Tribune and the property was posted, as required by law. 
Mr. Willard Ziesemer was sworn in. Virginia Kehoe, Borough Manager was sworn in. Mr. Ziesemer gave the presentation on behalf of the Borough. There was discussion and clarification as to what variances were being sought Mr. Ziesemer presented handouts to the board, including drawings, marked as Exhibit A. Mr. Ziesemer stated that handouts seem to correlate what is being presented and seems to be adequate. Relief for five spaces is being sought, as 109 spaces would be required and only 104 are currently available. There was discussion of the refuse removal dumpsters being changed to meet requirements. Adequate space will be provided for delivery vehicles. Handicapped parking spaces are provided for.  Mr. Ziesemer stated his belief that there are no unique circumstances apparent in this case and it would be his recommendation that the variances be approved.
Mr. Jim Kressler, representative of Highland Associates was sworn in. He agreed with Mr. Ziesemer’s presentation and recommendation. He reiterated the points of the application and the need for the relief of five parking spaces. Mr. Dominic Provini was sworn in. Mr. Kranick asked Mr. Provini when this building was built. He replied that it was built at the same time as the other portion of the building, created in 1977. There was discussion of Highland’s purchase of the Wiley property to create additional parking in the near future, which would relieve the issues granted in this variance. Mr. Kranick asked if there will be signs directing customers to additional parking in the upper lot. There was discussion of Highland Associates and Basilico’s hours. Mr. Montana of Basilico’s was sworn in and discussed hours and foot traffic. There was discussion of snow removal, which will be continued by Jim Stark.   

RECESS:  Mr. Kranick called for a five minute recess, after which the board will reconvene and vote. 

RECONVENE: Mr. Kranick stated that he viewed this application as a validity variance. He stated that the footprint of the property is not going to be changed, and that there are no neighbors present to oppose this variance, and therefore it is not injurious. With no further discussion, Mr. Kranick polled the board for their vote to grant both variances. Both variances were granted unanimously, with Mr. Kranick, Mr. Kresge and Mr. Jeffrey all voting yes. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Mr. Kresge made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Jeffrey seconded the motion and it carried 3-0.

Respectfully submitted, 

Katie Bower
Asst. Borough Secretary

