BOROUGH OF CLARKS SUMMIT

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 2010

Page 1 of 2

The March Special Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Tuesday, March 23, 2010 at 7:07 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Vice President Roy Davis, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mrs. Barbara Grabfelder, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mayor Harry Kelly, and Borough Manager/Secretary, Virginia Kehoe.  Mr. Patrick Williams and Mr. Herman Johnson arrived at 7:28PM.  There being a quorum present the Meeting was called to order by Council President.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Roy Davis made a motion to accept the agenda as printed.  Barbara Evans seconded the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT & INPUT: 

None

VOTE – ORDINANCE 2010-3 – GENERAL OBLIGATION NOTE FOR UNFUNDED DEBT:
Roy Davis made a motion to accept the Ordinance as presented.  Kathy Drake seconded the motion.  Virginia said this is something we have to pass in order to go to court to get the State to approve the financing so we can close on it.  The motion carried 5-0.

COUNTYWIDE EARNED INCOME TAX COLLECTION:

Virginia explained this is the issue with the weighted vote for the earned income tax collection.  The meeting last week was boycotted and there was not a quorum so it didn’t take place.  They have rescheduled it to Thursday of this week.  They have provided an agenda which includes voting on the bylaws.  Al Chelik informed her by email today that there is going to be a legislative hearing on April 5th from 2-5 in Hazelton.  Attorney Frederickson and Al Chelik will be attending and testifying at it.  He said that Representative Ken Smith stated that he was informed by Mitch Huffman of DCED that Bill Laser who is the Chair for the committee, was told he was not to conduct a meeting if he didn’t have a quorum and that he is not to use the weighted vote to establish the quorum.  He is again asking that we boycott this meeting.  Barbara Grabfelder asked about the agenda that was sent down.  Virginia said the State said that when you are setting up your Committee you use the weighted vote.  But the Committee can then establish its own bylaws.  The bylaws they are going to vote on when they have a quorum is to continue the weighted vote.  That’s why they don’t want this meeting to take place.  Barbara Evans asked what the weighted vote is based on.  Virginia said population and monies brought in from your earned income tax.  Barbara Grabfelder she is in favor of one municipality, one vote.  Virginia compared the weighted vote to the Joint Sewer Authority.  Roy Davis suggests that we table this until we get more solid information.  Erin Nissley of the Scranton Times said this issue is this; Scranton and Scranton School District only need one or two school districts and it doesn’t have to be Abington Heights.  The smaller municipalities, including Clarks Summit obviously will have no vote.  It doesn’t matter weather Jim Burke goes or not because if they don’t get a quorum, there is not vote.  The problem is the smaller municipalities are worried they are going to pick Scranton Single Tax Office which lost 2 million dollars.  If we don’t have one vote, one municipality the concern is that Scranton will collect the money and we’ll never see it.  Virginia said it is also a concern as to how much they will charge us and how much will it cost to run the whole operation.  Erin said the other issue is our tax collector knows who lives in Clarks Summit and who lives in South Abington, Abington, and Glenburn.  If there is a countywide tax collector, that person may not know that.  We could take a huge hit in terms of earned income tax.  Donnie Moyer asked if Jim Burke gets paid.  Virginia said no but that’s one of the decisions the State has opened the door for the members of this group to charge a salary out of our monies.  President Carey advised for Jim Burke not to attend the meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:

With no further business before council Barbara Grabfelder made a motion to adjourn.  Barbara Evans seconded the motion.  The motion carried 7-0.  The work session adjourned at 7:30PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Lori A. Harris





Germaine Carey

Assistant Borough Secretary



Council President  

