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The regular May Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, May 5, 2010 at 7:01 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerri Carey, Vice President Pat Williams, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mrs. Barbara Grabfelder, Police Chief Louis Vitale, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mr. Herman Johnson, Solicitor Pat Rogan, and Borough Manager/Secretary, Virginia Kehoe. Mr. Roy Davis arrived at 7:06 p.m. Mayor Harry Kelly arrived at 7:08 p.m. There being a quorum present, the Meeting was called to order by Council President and she then lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Motion by Mr. Herman Johnson moved to approve the agenda. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Barbara Evans and was approved as presented 7-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes for the March 23, 2010 special meeting were presented. Mr. Herman Johnson moved to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Barbara Evans and was approved as presented 7-0. 

The minutes for the March 30, 2010 special meeting were presented. Mrs. Barbara Grabfelder moved to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Barbara Evans and was approved as presented 7-0.

The minutes for the April 7, 2010 regular meeting were presented. Mrs. Barbara Evans moved to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Kathy Drake and was approved as presented 7-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Borough Treasurer’s Report, as of April 27, 2010 was before Council.  Motion made by Mrs. Kathy Drake to approve the Report as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Barbara Grabfelder and carried 7 – 0.

It was asked if the taxes were on target for collection of the first quarter. Mrs. Virginia Kehoe said that we were at 98% for where we expected to be at for the first quarter. 

Mr. Herman Johnson had some concern that we were at a 2% deficit for the first quarter, which was carried over from the previous year. Ms. Virginia Kehoe reassured council that the first quarter wasn’t even over yet, and that our numbers were excellent in comparison to those of Clarks Green. Mr. Herman Johnson decided that he would feel better at the end of the quarter; but said he would not worry about it based on the information Mrs. Virginia Kehoe provided.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Public Safety Committee – No parking request Norma Semian – Mrs. Norma Semian had requested no parking signs for her road, due to its narrowness. Mr. Herman Johnson provided council with a report on the matter. Public safety had investigated the request and suggested that the cones there be stretched out further to make parking safer during football games. Council President, Gerri Carey, motioned to get in touch with Mrs. Norma Semian with a decision, once Mr. Herman Johnson had made one official. 

Shade Tree Commission – Replacement for Jack Adcroft – Last week, the resignation of Mr. Jack Adcroft had been discussed. An article had been placed in the paper to advertise his open position. Molly Philbin had applied and was interested in taking on the position. She was an associate member of the Shade Tree Commission, but hasn’t been able to be involved much recently, because she’s been busy. However, she did express that she would really like to accept the position if she could. Mrs. Barbara Grabfelder made a motion to elect Ms. Philbin for the position.  Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and carried a 7-0 vote.

Sewer Authority – Replacement for Joe Guzek – For personal reasons, Mr. Joe Guzek had to leave his position with the sewer authority. The week before, Mr. Cesar Lopez was brought up as a possible candidate to take Mr. Joe Guzek’s position. Ms. Virginia Kehoe had spoken to him the day before and his resume was included in Council’s packets. Mr. Cesar Lopez’s history as a civil engineer with the Army was discussed. The Lopez family had just moved here a year ago and got involved in the community before they even moved here. He has experience in storm water and sewer design maintenance/repair as a civil engineer. Ms. Virginia Kehoe felt he was highly qualified. Mrs. Barbara Grabfelder felt we should have an associate ready, in case there was a fall-through case in appointing this position. Council decided to discuss Mr. Joe Guzek’s replacement at next month’s meeting.

Finance Committee-Henkelman Real Estate – Mr. Henkelman had come in last week and was wondering if the Finance Committee had a recommendation for action. 

TowerCo public hearing – May 12 – Ms. Virginia Kehoe reminded everyone that next Wednesday night was the public hearing with regards to TowerCo. Her last communication with TowerCo indicated that they were still looking into the tower in Abington Township. She assumed that was still on, unless they expressed otherwise before then. There was a letter from Community Bank opposed to the tower in the past, with opposition from Whipple's as well. Ms. Virginia Kehoe said she hadn’t received any opposition since last week’s meeting. Mr. Herman Johnson said that if there any safety concerns, they should be brought up next week. Ms. Virginia Kehoe reminded everyone that after next week’s meeting, Council would only have 45 days before a vote, so research beforehand was imperative. She continued to say that the Planning Commission would make sure all welding done on the tower would be certified, to prevent any safety hazards the tower may pose. 

Personnel Committee – Police Chief Contract – Mrs. Barbara R. Grabfelder made a motion to 1) pay Chief Vitale a bonus of $1,796.50, 2) make the terms run from 1/1/10-10/31/11, with a base contract of $59,883.20 + $1796.50 shall be paid for each year of the contract agreement, and health, dental, and eye insurance shall be provided to the Chief and his family. Beginning January 1, 2010, the Chief with contribute to his insurance premiums with deductions from his paycheck by the agreement installment. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and carried a 7-0 vote. Chief Vitale’s work thus far was praised by council.

After the vote, Ms. Virginia Kehoe brought up that Mrs. Barbara Evans had invited Mr. Bill Cable to come speak that evening. Mrs. Barbara Evans opened the floor to Mr. Bill Cable to speak, rather than wait till the end of the meeting. She discussed that Mr. Bill cable had staked out a bike route in Clarks Summit for the May race. Mr. Bill Cable stated that he’s a former bike racer, an advocate for youth development, and the vitality of downtown. He said he saw this race as something to build off of, such as a new festival. He discussed future bike-a-thons he’s working on, getting kids to get involved in healthy activities that will motivate them to participate. The course is roughly one mile and they do many laps. Mr. Bill Cable brought official race flyers to share with council. He also provided a copy of the course, suggesting that going counter-clockwise would make this race safest. He stated that the only hang up, is that some of the course is on State roads; but he’s taken up all the precautions with the State necessary to run the race. He proposed closing a lane of some of the roads on the course. He stated that he’s already spoken with the Chief of Police and the Fire Co. to take all other necessary precautions. It was asked if he required personnel, to which he answered yes. He then stated that the race may be rough the first year, since it will be the first time it’s conducted here; and then he reassured Council that after the first year, things will run smoothly. Council suggested that such races may be a good dimension to add to the Centennial.  

There was some concern about how residents that live along the course would enter and exit their properties during the race. Mr. Bill Cable discussed how there are plans set for the race that will allow for residents to enter/exit their properties whenever necessary. He also suggested an alternate course that would be a block course; however the course would be shorter than the one originally proposed. 

AAJRB was commended for the successful Arbor Day Celebration, as well as for the construction done for the waterless toilets for Earth Day.

POLICE REPORT: Police Chief Louis Vitale stated that for the month of April, there had been:

1 Assault

1 Burglary

1 Case of DWI

1Case of Public Intoxication

2 Cases of Disorderly Conduct

Traffic Offenses-20

Non-Traffic Citations-5

Total Criminal Arrests-7

Suspended a total of 1249 hrs. a month

Overtime hours-177 hrs.

Total Vehicle Mileage-4,441 miles

VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED: 

Motion by Mr. Herman Johnson moved to ratify J.&B. Printing to be paid. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Kathy Drake and was approved as presented 7-0.

OLD BUSINESS:

Sam Schiavi Subdivision – Motion by Mrs. Barbara Evans moved to approve the subdivision.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Herman Johnson and was approved as presented 7-0.

Public Hearing and vote-2010-2 Uniform Sewer Use Ordinance – Motion by Mr. Herman Johnson moved to approve the ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Barbara Evans and was approved as presented 7-0.

Resolution 2010-19-CDBG monies for 2010 – Motion by Mrs. Barbara R. Grabfelder moved to approve the resolution. The motion was seconded by Mr. Herman Johnson and was approved as presented 7-0.

NEW BUSINESS:

Resolution 2010-18 – sewer authority make-up – Motion by Mr. Roy Davis to approve the resolution. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Barbara Grabfelder. The vote was 5-2, with Mr. Herman Johnson and Mr. Patrick Williams for nay.

Joe Kopicki resignation – Motion by Mrs. Kathy Drake moved to approve Mr. Joe Kopicki’s resignation. The motion was seconded by Mr. Herman Johnson and was approved as presented 7-0. 

Resolution 2010-16 – Blanket Banner resolution – Relay for Life Banner – Motion by Mr. Patrick Williams moved to not allow the banner to be displayed downtown. The motion was seconded by Mr. Herman Johnson and was declined as presented 3-4, with Mrs. Barbara R. Evans, Mrs. Barbara R. Grabfelder, Mr. Roy Davis, and Ms. Gerri Carey for nay. 

A second motion was made by Mrs. Barbara Evans to approve the banner for Relay for Life. The deposit agreement was $50.00. Motion was seconded by Mr. Roy Davis and was approved 4-3, with Mr. Herman Johnson, Mr. Patrick Williams, and Mrs. Barbara R. Grabfelder for nay. 

Resolution 2010-17 – PennDOT Agility Contract – Motion by Mr. Roy Davis moved to sign the Agility contract. The motion was seconded by Mr. Herman Johnson and was approved as presented 7-0.

BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT: Motion by Mr. Herman Johnson moved to approve May 5th sewer council vote. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Barbara Grabfelder and was approved as presented 7-0.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:

CORRESPONDENCE:

Kort Wickenheiser – Mr. Herman Johnson felt that all that could already be done to take all necessary precautions had been put into action. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she would get in touch with that homeowner.           
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:

Prior-                           April 27, 2010 - personnel

During-                       

Subsequent-                Immediately Following-Personnel     

Break-9:29 p.m.

Motion moved by Mrs. Barbara R. Grabfelder to terminate the services of current code enforcer, Mr. William Ziesemer. There was no second.

A second motion was moved by Mr. Roy Davis to contact Mr. William Ziesemer on why he left. If his reasoning does not meet the satisfaction of Council, it was recommended that Mr. William Ziesemer be notified that Council looks at that as an insubordination. If he doesn’t resign at that point, a hearing before the Council would be appointed. The motion was seconded by Mr. Patrick Williams and was approved 6-1, with Mrs. Barbara R. Grabfelder for nay.

ADJOURN:

Recess was to reconvene on May 6, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. Motion moved by Mr. Roy Davis to approve the recess. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Barbara R. Grabfelder and was approved as presented, 7-0. The meeting ended at approximately 10:37 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky





Germaine Carey

Assistant Borough Secretary



Council President  

