BOROUGH OF CLARKS SUMMIT

APRIL PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, June 16, 2010

Page 1 of 2

The regular June Meeting of the Planning Commission was conducted on Wednesday, June 16, 2010 at approximately 7:12 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Chairman Durdan called the meeting to order. 

Members in attendance were Mr. John Durdan, Mr. Len Wesolowski, Mr. John Recicar, Mr. Carson Helfrich, Code Enforcement Officer Lori Harris, and Recording Secretary Ms. Virginia Kehoe.  Mr. Chris O’Boyle, Mr. Mike Cowley, and Mr. Ed Yasinskas were absent from the meeting

 APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Chairman Durdan sought approval of the agenda with amendments. A motion was made by Mr. Len Wesolowski and seconded by Mr. John Recicar, to approve the Agenda as presented.  The motion carried 3 – 0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes were presented for the April 21, 2010 Planning Commission Meeting. Mr. John Recicar made a motion to accept the minutes. Mr. Len Wesolowski seconded the motion and it carried 3-0. 

COMMUNICATIONS:

Sewer Authority Letter of Support- the Sewer Authority was looking for a letter of support from the Planning Commission on the project to expand the waste water facilities. The support is needed for additional financing for the project. A motion to ratify the letters was made by Mr. John Durdan. The motion was seconded by Mr. John Recicar and carried 3-0.

Borough Grant Letter of Support- this letter of support was sought for the granting of the Borough to add solar panels to the Borough building, the DPW, and the Senior Center. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that this was brought on with a two day notice. Mr. John Durdan made a motion to ratify the grant letter of support. The motion was seconded by Mr. Len Wesolowski and carried 3-0.

PUBLIC INPUT/COMMENT:

SITE PLANS AND RE-SUBDIVISIONS:

OLD BUSINESS:

TowerCo Conditional Use-reminder, public hearing 6/22 - Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that TowerCo had postponed their meeting until June 22nd, 2010. The Planning Commission had anticipated the meeting last month and then planned on discussing it that month in order to make a recommendation to Council. Their waiver of the time clock extended until next month for Council to make a recommendation. The site of the tower was still being researched at that present time. It was also stated that a letter from the owners of Whipples had been received. The letter stated that the owners were not in favor of the project, citing safety issues. The application received was minimal so Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that they would have to deny the application unless they supplied more information to the application. She also stated that there is a concern over the fact that they are leasing a 90 x 90 plot of land. They say they are meeting their setbacks based on the full size of the property; but they are only leasing. She wanted to know if they could do that; and if you can, how does that affect the remaining property? She was concerned that there would be nothing to stop him from leasing other spots on the land. It had been proposed to her by a person in opposition to the tower, that you cannot lease only 90 x 90 and say you meet the setbacks for a 150 ft. tower. She felt that would be argued. The property would be in the fall zone no matter what. It was stated that in later ordinances, the setback is measured from the exterior property line. If any support structure is constructed, the minimum distance between the base of the structure and the property line shall not be less than the height of the antennae. Lesser setbacks may be approved, provided the applicant documents the satisfaction of the council that the collapse of the antennae would not affect adjoining properties. Ms. Virginia Kehoe questioned what defines a property line. If it were a long-term lease, the 90 x 90 lot would be subdivided. It was stated that they could approve conditional use.

Subdivision ordinance review-No progress was reported. It was added to next month’s agenda.

NEW BUSINESS:

Health Network Laboratories-Conditional Use – Lori Harris came forward to explain why they had the application. She stated that Mr. Willard Ziesemer had sent them a letter after he had realized that they were open for business. There had been a change in use. All sign issues had been taken care of. No phone calls with compliance had been made. It was suggested that a recommendation be made with the condition that they address specifically at the hearing the following standard protocol. There was concern over how they were handling waste. It was also suggested that they provide a copy of their contract. A motion was made to recommend granting conditional use by Mr. Len Wesolowski. The motion was seconded by Mr. John Recicar and it was carried 3-0.

Lampman-Lot Combination-Three lots were put under discussion. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that they became relevant because the intentions were to tear down the houses and put up something new. They weren’t going to continue to use the lots as they were being used at the present time. There was some concern over sewage, but Ms. Virginia Kehoe confirmed that there was no septic on the property and that she could provide maps at the office. Mr. Len Wesolowski made a motion to accept the lot combination. Mr. John Recicar seconded the motion and it was carried 3 – 0. 

ADJOURNMENT: : There being no further business before the Planning Commission Mr. John Recicar motioned to adjourn which was seconded by Mr. Len Wesolowski. The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:47 p.m. 
