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The regular January meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, January 5, 2011 at 7:04 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mr. Roy Davis, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Jim Burke, Mr. Herman Johnson, Mr. Jon Johnson, Jr. Council, and Ms. Shalimar Darling, Jr. Council. Mr. Patrick Williams and Solicitor Patrick Rogan were absent. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Harry Kelly.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly

1. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:


President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the agenda. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
2. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


President Carey

· December 1, 2010 regular council meeting

· December 16, 2010 special meeting

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve both sets of minutes. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
3.

PUBLIC COMMENT & INPUT:


President Carey

Mr. Stuart Bailey of Colburn Ave. came before Council with major concern over the condition of the streets. He asked if any streets had been paved this fall. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Clark Avenue, Thurston St., and Woodlawn Avenue had been paved entirely. Part of Carol Drive had also been paved. Mr. Bailey then asked why the Borough waited till fall to do the paving. Ms. Virginia Kehoe responded that in the past, Council decided on the roads that were going to be paved and starting in the spring, they’d get those roads cameraed, sewer worked, and storm water worked. This would leave them unable to be prepped for pave till fall. This year, the Borough would be paving in the spring, working on roads that don’t require sewer work. Mr. Bailey also volunteered to survey streets on Saturdays with a member of Council. Council thanked Mr. Bailey for his generosity. Mr. Herman Johnson offered to show Mr. Bailey our spreadsheet with the information on all Borough roads. 
Mr. Edward Slowey of State St. came before Council, stating that as truck traffic increases, the road starts to buckle. He wanted to know what we had heard from our state representative on our truck traffic issues. His friend, Mr. Kevin Murphy, had offered to get our state representative to take action. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that our new state representative, Sid Michaels Kavulich, would be available every third week of the month at the Borough building to discuss this issue with us. 

Mr. Ray Davis of 211 Barrett St. came before Council to discuss court recording, stating it would make for good government. He felt Council didn’t handle past legal malpractice. He also discussed lauder mill hearings and suggested that we negotiate closing the Borough’s police department.
4.
BIDS & QUOTATIONS:



President Carey

· Vote – proposal for Audit Services – 3 yr w/ Murphy Dougherty & Company

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough had received a quote from Murphy Dougherty & Company, the auditors that the Borough used for their 2009 audit. They had given the Borough a proposal for a 3 year contract for 2010’s, 2011’s, and 2012’s audit. The fees for this contract were lower than the fees provided for 2009’s audit. Mr. Roy Davis asked Ms. Virginia Kehoe how she felt about this. She stated that she found no problems with them and thought the pricing was good. Mr. Herman Johnson asked if they were the only firm that put a bid in. Ms. Virginia Kehoe responded that they were the only ones and that they were a company she felt most comfortable with. Ms. Gerrie Carey suggested that they vote contingent because they did not want to delay the audit any longer. Mr. Roy Davis stated that the company had stepped up and did us a good job when we hurting last year. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that Council would check this out further with Solicitor Patrick Rogan; because this vote would change the scope of how things were done over the next three years. Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to vote for the proposal contingent for 1 year. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 5-1. Mr. Herman Johnson was for nay. 
5.
BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT

President Carey

        Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the Borough Treasurer’s report.                                                                       
        Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
6.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Name Committee Members   Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that every January, Council votes on Committees and appointed positions. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he felt the Borough should have action plans for every employee, along with an appraisal. The personnel committee would take care of this. He then asked if the committees had alternates. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that only the Zoning Hearing Board had alternates because bi-laws dictate which committees have alternates. Mr. Roy Davis stated that if we had to re-write job descriptions, he’d like to step down from the personnel committee. He felt the task would be too time consuming for him. Ms. Gerrie Carey asked if Mr. Herman Johnson would like to take Mr. Roy Davis’ position on the personnel committee. Mr. Herman Johnson responded that he was already on four committees, but if he could be taken off the recycling and recreation committee, he’d join the personnel committee. Mrs. Barbara Evans asked if Council could have time to think about these committees. Ms. Gerrie Carey stated that would be ok.
· Vote – Appointment  
· Vote – Police Pension Board – Resolution 2011-01 Police Pension withholding-3%      Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the police had met in November and every November they review the status of the pension. The Police Pension Board made a recommendation that the rate be raised from 2% to3% withholding at the November meeting.  Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-01 Police Pension withholding at 3%. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
Mr. Jon Johnson stated that the Jr. Council had sent out a mailing, asking for donations to fund the veteran’s memorial monument. At that point, they had received $229.00 and their goal was to receive $300.00. Mr. Herman Johnson commended Mr. Patrick Williams on his job as Jr. Council mentor. 
7.
POLICE REPORT:




 Mayor Kelly

Chief Louis Vitale presented the Police Report for December 2010. 
8.
VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:
President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to ratify the vendor payments. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Kathy Drake and it carried 6-0.   

9.
OLD BUSINESS:




President Carey

Vote - Ordinance 2010 – 07 – Motor Vehicles & Traffic
The vote was tabled so that Council could meet with the ABPA to discuss the vote.
10.
NEW BUSINESS:




President Carey

Vote – Fire Company Agreement for years 2011 – 2013    This vote was tabled.
Introduction – Ordinance 2011 – 01 Knox Box     Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Ordinance 2011-01 Knox Box was a suggestion from Mr. Kevin Yokowski, requiring that businesses have a knox box in case of a fire emergency. The fire company decided to hold off on this until they had the equipment to accommodate the knox boxes. Ms. Virginia Kehoe had met with the new fire chief and he was interested in getting this Ordinance enacted. Council decided to look over a new draft for this Ordinance and tabled the vote until the next meeting. 
 11.
BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:

President Carey

· December 2010

· January 2011

Mr. Jim Burke made a motion to approve the Borough Sewer Office report. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
12.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:



Solicitor Rogan

Solicitor Patrick Rogan was absent so there was no Solicitor’s Report for this meeting.
13. 
CORRESPONDENCE:

14.
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:



President Carey

· Prior – December 16, 2010

Litigation



January 5, 2010

Litigation

· During –

· Subsequent –

15.
ADJOURN:





President Carey


With no further business to discuss, Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to 
adjourn the January Regular Council Meeting. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the 
motion and it carried 5-1. Mr. Herman Johnson was for nay. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:12 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary

