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The January Work Session for the Borough of Clark’s Summit was conducted on Tuesday, January 25, 2011 at 7:04 p.m. The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mr. Patrick Williams, Mr. Jim Burke, Mr. Herman Johnson, Mayor Harry Kelly, and Ms. Virginia Kehoe. Mr. Roy Davis, Ms. Darling, Jr. Council, and Mr. Johnson, Jr. Council were absent.

1.
WORKSESSION:





President Carey

· Presentation by Christopher Peiffer – Chesapeake Bay Forester, DCNR Bureau of Forestry/Rural and Community Forestry
Mr. Christopher Peiffer came before Council to discuss Clark’s Summit Borough’s possible participation in an urban tree canopy study in relation to the Chesapeake Bay Initiative.  Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that this tied into the problems the Borough is having with the Chesapeake Bay and the Sewer Authority. Mr. Christopher Peiffer discussed how the tree canopy is a vital asset in the Abingtons because it reduces stormwater runoff, improves air quality, reduces the carbon footprint, enhances quality of life, contributes to saving on energy bills, and serves as a habitat for wildlife. For these reasons, Mr. Christopher Peiffer felt the Borough should consider setting a tree canopy goal. There exists more room for additional tree plantings in the Borough within the rights-of-way; and such initiative would help reduce Stormwater run-off, noise, and improve property values. He felt it was crucial to educate residents on the tree canopy if it’s to be sustained in the long term. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough provides pamphlets and handouts for our new residents, as well as on the website to educate residents on this matter. The Planning Commission was working on updating their Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance to reflect certain restrictions on plantings and impervious surface coverage. Ms. Virginia Kehoe offered to promote any information Mr. Christopher Peiffer provided on the Borough website. Ms. Donna Zagrapan discussed using tax incentives involving the planting of trees to residents.  Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that adding to our tree canopy would benefit us in the MS4 Report, the Urban Tree Canopy Study, and the Chesapeake Bay Initiative. 
· Fire Company Agreement for 2011 – 2013

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she wanted Council to have time to review the agreement before they made a vote on it. She had contacted the Chief of the Fire Company to request that he come in to discuss the agreement with Council. He was unable to attend the work session and had agreed to attend the next Work Session for a discussion. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he’d like to have a monthly report from the Fire Company with a rundown of the calls the Fire Company receives each month. 
· Introduction – Ordinance 2011 – 01 Knox Box
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Fire Company had recently alerted her that they were ready to move forward with a Knox box Ordinance. Ms. Virginia Kehoe had provided a Knox box Ordinance draft for Council and the Fire Chief to review. She stated that the Knox boxes would be a property and life saver in the case of an emergency. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he strongly felt the Knox boxes would be a great benefit to the Borough.
· Discussion re: Bedford Street Parking
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Laura and Dennis Jones, as well as several neighbors, had sent in a letter of support to prohibit parking on Bedford St. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he had already constructed a report recommending that the Borough prohibit parking on Bedford in the past. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that this was a safety issue and we would not be able to satisfy everyone on the issue.
· Discussion re: 3 yr w/ Murphy Dougherty & Company 
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the 3 year contract with Murphy, Dougherty, & Company would provide the Borough good rates. She also provided Solicitor Patrick Rogan’s legal opinion. Council decided to vote on the contract at the February Council Meeting.

· Planning Commission recommendation re: Towerco Land Development The Planning Commission had not yet received a waiver from TowerCo at the January Planning Commission Meeting and recommended to Council that they deny TowerCo’s land development plans.
2.
REVIEW OF FEBRUARY 2, 2011 AGENDA

3.
ADJOURN:






President Carey
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m.

