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The regular February Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, February 2, 2011 at 7:02 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mr. Patrick Williams, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Jr. Councilman, Mr. Jon Johnson, Mr. Roy Davis, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Jim Burke, and Mr. Herman Johnson. Solicitor Patrick Rogan and Jr. Councilwoman, Ms. Shalimar Darling was absent. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Harry Kelly.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly

PRESENTATION TO VFW ESSAY WINNERS


Mayor Kelly
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the VFW had had their essay contest and our three local winners were present for their proclamation. Mayor Harry Kelly proclaimed February 2, 2011 as a day to honor Mark Walter, Carolyn Hickman, and Mathew Hughes for their superior writing talent. Mark Walter won first place at the VFW post and district in their Veterans of Foreign Wars Voice of Democracy program. His essay went onto state judging. Carolyn Hickman’s essay was one of two winners on the VFW post level, as well as won second place in the district in their Veterans of Foreign Wars Patriot’s Pen essay contest. Mathew Hughes’ essay was also one of two winners on the VFW post level who competed in the district competition in the contest.
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:



President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the agenda. Mrs. Barbara Evans 
seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:



President Carey
· January 5, 2011

Mr. Jim Burke made a motion to approve the January 5, 2011 minutes. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT & INPUT:



President Carey

There was no public comment/input made at this meeting.
4. BIDS & QUOTATIONS:




President Carey
· Vote – proposal for Audit Services -  3 yr w/ Murphy Dougherty & Company  
President Gerrie Carey stated that Council had discussed at length during their last Work Session the proposed 3 year contract for audit services with Murphy, Dougherty, & Company. Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to approve the proposal. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-1. Mr. Herman Johnson was for nay.
5. BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT


President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the Borough Treasurer’s Report. 


Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· Vote – Planning Commission – TowerCo Land Development Plans

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that in 2005, there was action made to put a cell tower on the property behind Community Bank. Starting last fall, there was an updated presentation on the tower. There were deficiencies in the presentation that were addressed and a waiver was extended to hold the clock for those deficiencies to be corrected. The most recent waiver requested that the revised plan be on the January agenda. They did not submit a revised plan for the January agenda and the Planning Commission suggested that their application be revoked. The company could always re-apply, but they had not responded to reminder letters Code Enforcement Officer, Lori Harris, had sent them about the waiver running out. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the vote for TowerCo’s Land Development Plans to be revoked. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
· Vote – Shade Tree Commission – Appointment – Sallie Mahady

Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to appoint Sallie Mahady to the Shade Tree Commissions. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
· Discussion- Public Safety Committee – Ordinance 2011-02 No Bedford Street Parking
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that at the last Work Session, Council discussed the issue the Borough was having with parking on Bedford Street. As a result of the discussion, she drafted Ordinance 2011-02 No Bedford Street Parking to be reviewed for a vote at the next Council meeting. 
· Discussion – Finance Committee – All capital expense purchases must be authorized by the finance committee. Signature of finance chair required on the Purchase Order.

Ms. Virginia Kehoe asked the Finance Committee if they wanted to set a dollar amount of what needs to be authorized by the finance committee with a signature of the finance chair required on the Purchase Order. The dollar amount was already set at $1,000.00. Since capital reserves are rarely an emergency, it was decided that all capital expense purchases would be authorized by the finance committee with a signature of the finance chair required on the Purchase Order. The finance committee also decided to meet up at a later time to discuss drafting policies for all other expenses. 
· Personnel – part –time police hires – Angelo Rudolfi, Kenneth James

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the two candidates that the personnel committee and Chief was most interested in were Mr. Angelo Rudolfi and Mr. Kenneth James for the available part-time police positions. They had both passed their physical and agility tests. She had asked Council to make a vote contingent upon their final background searches. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to hire Mr. Angelo Rudolfi and Mr. Kenneth James as part-time police officers contingent upon their final background searches. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
7. POLICE REPORT:





Mayor Kelly

Chief Louis Vitale presented the police report for January 2011. Mr. Roy Davis 

asked about Vascar usage during the winter. Chief Louis Vitale responded that 
it was difficult to use to the Vascar system in the winter, but they were still using 
it whenever deemed possible. 

8. VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:

President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to ratify vendor payments. Mrs. Kathy Drake 
seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
9. OLD BUSINESS:





President Carey
· Vote – Ordinance 2010 – 07 – Motor Vehicles & Traffic

Ordinance 2010-07 – Motor Vehicles & Traffic states that the ticketing of vehicles parked unlawfully would have a time period of 48 hours for violators to pay $5.00 & $10.00 after 48 hours. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve a vote for Ordinance 2010 – 07 – Motor Vehicles & Traffic. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-1. Mrs. Barbara Evans for was for nay.
· Vote – Fire Company Agreement for years 2011 – 2013

Council had the opportunity to review the agreement offered by the Fire Company for 2011-2013 before voting. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve a vote for an Agreement with the Fire Company for the years 2011-2013. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
· Discussion – Ordinance 2011 – 01 Knox Box

Ordinance 2011-01 Knox Box would require the installation of a fire department approved knox box at all commercial, institutional, and industrial buildings, as well as residential buildings with four or more apartment/dwelling units. This would insure immediate building entry by fire department personnel on all buildings equipped throughout with an automatic fire suppression or automatic alarm system. Council requested feedback from the Fire Company before a final draft could be presented for advertisement. Council decided to also discuss other procedures that may be added to the draft originally presented at the next Work Session.
10. NEW BUSINESS:





President Carey
a) Resolution 2011-02 – Records destruction

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough Treasurer requested that Council vote on Resolution 2011-02. For auditing purposes, all records were held for seven years. According to the resolution, anything older than seven years would be permanently destroyed. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-02 – Records Destruction. Mr. Patrick Williams seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
b) Resolution 2011-03 – Parking Meter Suspension – Ice Festival

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Ice Festival personnel had asked for suspension of the parking meters during the festival. Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to approve parking meter suspension for the Ice Festival. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
c) Resolution 2011-04 – Growing Greener

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Lackawanna County had requested Council’s support in renewing the Growing Greener project. The State was looking to do away with project and Lackawanna County was looking for help from the Borough in keeping the project going through Resolution 2011-04. Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to approve the Resolution. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
d) Policy Re: Public Comment

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that at the last Work Session, it was requested that she draft a policy on public comment. She had pulled up the Sunshine Act and a policy that coincides with the Sunshine Act. She then had sent it to the Borough Solicitor and he felt the draft was fine. The policy states that  procedures listed for speakers of public sessions to follow, are reflected considerations adopted by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the Sunshine Act of 1998 65 Pa.C.S.A § 710.1 Public participation.  Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve Policy Re: Public Comment. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
e) Policy Re: Council Meeting

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that at the last Work Session, it was discussed what action could be taken at a Work Session. State law says that at a publicly advertised meeting, you can take action. It has always been Council’s policy to prepare for the Regular Council Meeting at the Work Session, not to take action. In the past, if there was a circumstance where Council needed to vote at a Work Session, it would be advertised. This policy was drafted to dictate these procedures so that residents could be aware of these procedures. Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to approve Policy Re: Council Meetings. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
11. BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:


President Carey

Ms. Virginia Kehoe presented the Borough Sewer Office report and stated that 
aging had been going down. Mr. Patrick Williams requested a printout of current 
aging accounts and Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she would provide that. Mrs. 
Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the Borough Sewer Office Report. 
Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.

12. SOLICITOR’S REPORT:




Solicitor Rogan

Due to the Solicitor’s absence, there was no Solicitor’s Report to present.
13. CORRESPONDENCE:
· Griffin Pond Animal Shelter   The Griffin Pond Animal Shelter had sent the Borough a letter stating that when an animal is delivered to the shelter by the police department, there will be a charge of $50.00 deducted from the donation provided prior by the Borough. Council stated that the Borough does not have the monetary means to donate anymore than they already have budgeted for.




· Abington Senior Center
The Abington Senior Center had sent the Borough a letter, asking for support in fundraising to make up for a $5,000.00 shortfall. Mr. Herman Johnson suggested renting out the Senior Center for profit related events to help remedy the situation. He also suggested that the Borough Solicitor look into this as well. Mr. Roy Davis suggested that members involved with the Senior Center come to us with their suggestions for bringing in extra revenue. The Borough had $400.00 budgeted for a 2011 donation. Council reinstated that they could only donate what they had budgeted.
14. EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:




President Carey
· Prior – January 5, 2011
Litigation



January 25, 2011
Litigation

· During – 

· Subsequent – 

15. ADJOURN:






President Carey

With no further business to discuss, Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary
