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The February Work Session for the Borough of Clark’s Summit was conducted on Tuesday, February 22, 2011 at 7:02 p.m. The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mr. Patrick Williams, Mr. Roy Davis, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Jr. Councilman, Mr. Jon Johnson, Mr. Jim Burke, Mr. Herman Johnson, and Ms. Virginia Kehoe. Jr. Councilwoman, Ms. Shalimar Darling and Mayor Harry Kelly were absent. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Council President.

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly
PUBLIC COMMENT – Jill Shanrock re: Knox Box 

Ms. Jill Shanrock came before Council to discuss some concerns she had about Clark’s Summit’s possible Knox box Ordinance. She owned a small business in Clarks Summit for the past 16 years. She was concerned, as a business owner, about having a key to her business locked outside. She felt sophisticated criminals would be happy to have Knox boxes in Clark’s Summit, because they could easily break into the Knox boxes, and steal immense amounts of property, as well as identities from computer software. Her second concern was that any fire department may have corrupt fire officials. She had great respect for the Borough’s fire department, but felt that access to the Knox box was not fool-proof against corrupt officials. She brought in examples she had researched prior to the meeting. She listed ways that the keys could be duplicated after the call center released the use of the Knox box keys. Her final concern was the cost of the Knox boxes. She felt the costs were too high for small business owners to purchase and install the boxes. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he felt some of her information may be inaccurate. He said that South Abington had Knox boxes, and there have never been any reports of someone breaking into them. He also felt we had a very professional police and fire department, and felt residents should be aware that not everyone will have access to the released Knox box keys. Only the chief would have access after the call center granted it to the Knox box key. The key would not be out of the line of sight for one moment and put back immediately. If there was ever a sign of temperament, the State Police would be notified immediately. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that in the case that there was a fire at Ms. Shanrock’s business, the cost of breaking the door or window to the business would be the same cost as the Knox box. He felt a lot of people were misinformed about the Knox box and he was happy she had brought the topic up. Ms. Shanrock felt it was unethical to be forced to turn her business key over to her municipality. She also felt that it was a guaranteed expense to have a Knox box vs. a possible cost should there be a fire. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he understood where she was coming from, and he wanted to vote for the Ordinance under the condition that businesses that were already grandfathered in would have the option to choose whether or not they would want a Knox box. Council thanked Ms. Shanrock for bringing these concerns to Council’s attention. 
1. WORK SESSION: 





President Carey
· Recognition of Junior Council
President Gerrie Carey presented Jr. Councilman, Jon Johnson with a certificate of achievement to acknowledge his continued professional development; and completion of his course in Workplace Violence Awareness Training 2011. 
· Recognition of Mike Filarsky  
President Gerrie Carey presented Mr. Michael Filarksky with a certificate to reaffirm his commitments to professional development and emergency management. He had completed 17 credits in the field.
· Jake Hoinowski – CS Fire Co   Jake Hoinowski, Chief of the Clark’s Summit Fire Company, had come before Council to present a monthly run down of what the Fire Company does on calls. He stated that at the present time, there had been 45 fire calls, 144 EMS or ambulance calls, 30 calls from the Borough of Clark’s Summit for fire, 3 calls for fire assistance from Dalton, 5 calls for fire assistance from Chinchilla, and 2 calls for fire assistance from Lake Winola. Mr. Hoinowski asked Council if they could make this presentation every other month instead of every month due to the small amount of calls they get monthly. Council agreed that this was fine. 
· Discussion re: Ordinances 2011-01 (Knox box) and 2011-02 (no parking on Bedford) Mr. Hoinowski stated that he felt that the keys could not be accessed easily. He added that everything the Fire Company does is mandatorily monitored through their radios and computers. He continued that the Knox boxes could be used for issues aside from fires, such as flooding. The Knox boxes in South Abington had never been tampered with. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that most of the municipalities that do have a Knox box Ordinance are safer because if someone needed to be saved in a building that was locked, 911 could release the Knox box key so that said person could be saved. The Knox boxes could also help in the case that the business owner was out of town during a hazard. This would be cheaper than breaking down a business door. Mr. Patrick Williams asked what the cost of the box was. Mr. Hoinowski responded that the approximate cost of the Knox box is $3,200.00. All businesses would be able to wire in the Knox box into their security system. Mr. Roy Davis stated that he felt more comfortable making it a voluntary option for businesses to have a Knox box rather than mandatory. 

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Ordinance 2011-02 was advertised prior to 
the meeting and would be voted on the following week. The proposed 
Ordinance states that parking along the westerly side of the street between 
W. Grove and Center Street; and on the easterly side from West Grove 
Street would be prohibited 20 feet past the fire hydrant.  Mr. Hoinowski 
stated that for the Fire Company to leave the fire house, it’s imperative for 
the Fire Company to go to W. Grove St., so no parking on the opposite of 
Bedford St. would be a huge help. This would also aid in getting water 
from the hydrants located on the easterly side of the street. 
· Discussion on burn permits and discussion of burnable materials   Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he felt the burn permit should be issued by the Borough. He felt that the Fire department did a great job, but were contracted, which meant that they were volunteers and not always there. His second concern was that citizens didn’t always know where to go for a burn permit. Since the Ordinance was one of Clark’s Summit’s ordinances, he felt the Borough should be issuing the burn permits. He suggested that the carbon copies from the permit be sent to the Fire and Police departments so that those departments are aware after hours if someone is burning something illegally. 
· Police Pension Board – 3 year evaluation of pension providers   Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that there were representatives from the Police Pension Board present to give an update on the decision of 3 year evaluation of pension providers. Mr. Roy Davis stated that if he had found during the Work Session that Mr. Robert Shedlock and Mr. Donald Williamson hadn’t satisfied council, he would’ve voted for a new presentation. He felt there was no dissatisfaction to warrant new presentations. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that we should bring businesses in to present because it is at no cost to the Borough, because there are a few people coming upon retirement, and because if the officers hadn’t contributed to the pension fund there may not be a good performance. Mr. Roy Davis didn’t feel that those contributions made a huge impact on the performance of the pension fund. Mr. Herman Johnson felt it was important to still do the presentations because Council had voted three years ago to have these evaluations done; and felt it was a way to look out for the Borough’s citizens. Mr. Roy Davis requested the minutes that showed Council did vote to have a presentation done every three years by interested businesses. He did not feel that presentations were full blown evaluations. Mrs. Kathy Drake stated that she’d like a better report with a better breakdown. Mr. Jim Burke stated that the information Mrs. Kathy Drake was looking for would be easily attainable from Mr. Donald Williamson. Mr. Roy Davis stated that Officer Shedlock seemed very pleased with the presentation and when it came time to vote, it was unanimously voted that the Board would recommend to Council to table the evaluation for another year. Mr. Roy Davis hadn’t found enough reasons during the presentation to want to change providers. 
· Usage based sewer billing for commercial users – letter from Ryder Asset Management    Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough had received a letter of correspondence from Mr. Jim Ryder, of Ryder Asset Management. In commercial businesses, each business pays for at least one E.D.U., more depending on the type of business. Mr. Jim Ryder owned a building with three businesses in it. The three businesses in total produced a water bill sans sewer that totaled $16.00. The sewer part of his bill was $99.00. Mr. Jim Ryder felt this wasn’t fair. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that this was the law and typical with flat rates. Mr. Jim Ryder wanted us to look into other options, such as going to a usage base for commercial businesses. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that this matter would be on the agenda the following week under Correspondence and she wanted Council to have time to review it. Mr. Roy Davis stated that as a property owner, you’ve got to consider that there are senior citizen residents who probably use less water than the average resident and still pay the full amount. There are also people who go out of state for large amounts of time and still pay the full amount. He felt that if we changed the law to help in this one situation, it would become a much larger problem in all other arenas.  He continued to state that even if we just made an adjustment for commercial businesses, we would lose money, and that would create problems as well.
2.
REVIEW OF MARCH 2, 2011 AGENDA

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Sewer Authority had been working on an 
updated 537 Plan for the three municipalities as part of our corrective action plan 


with DEP. At that time, the sewer planning module with the State was almost 
thirty years old. A vote was scheduled for the following week to release the 
updated 537 Plan to the public for review before a final vote from Council on the 
plan. 
3.
ADJOURN: With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Mullisky 

Assistant Borough Secretary


