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The regular March meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, March 2, 2011 at 7:02 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mr. Patrick Williams, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Jim Burke, Mr. Herman Johnson, Solicitor Patrick Rogan, Jr. Councilwoman, and Ms. Shalimar Darling. Jr. Councilwoman. Mr. Jon Johnson, Jr. Councilman and Mr. Roy Davis were absent. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Harry Kelly.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly

PUBLIC HEARING AND COMMENTS RE:


ORDINANCE 2011-01 Knox Boxes
President Gerrie Carey stated that Council had discussed the Knox box ordinance at length at the work session and had received numerous pros and cons. She suggested that Council table the matter so that they could garner more information on them before drafting a final ordinance that Council would be comfortable with. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he felt that Council should turn the matter over to the Safety Committee and have the Safety Committee come back with a recommendation for Council.

ORDINANCE 2011-02 No Parking on Bedford
President Gerrie Carey stated that the residents on Bedford St. had petitioned for this Ordinance to be enacted. There was no public comment on this Ordinance.
President Gerrie Carey stated that Council was very proud of their Jr. Council members. Ms. Shalimar Darling was presented with EMA certificates for her completion in workplace violence awareness training and an introduction to instant command system courses. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that the workplace violence awareness training educated the Jr. Council members on what signs to look for in bullying and violent situations. He continued that they had passed with high scores and he was very proud of them.
1. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:


President Carey


Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Herman Johnson 
seconded the motion and it carried 2-0.
2. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


President Carey

There were no minutes to approve at this meeting.
3. 
PUBLIC COMMENT & INPUT:


President Carey


There was no public comment/input made at this meeting.
4. 
BIDS & QUOTATIONS:



President Carey


There were no bids/quotations to approve at this meeting.
5. 
BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT

President Carey

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the Borough Treasurer’s report. Mr. 
Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.

6. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:






Mr. Patrick Williams stated that he had attended the Abington Lion’s Club 
meeting and they had offered to take over one of the Borough’s parks, with the 
exception of cutting grass. The D.P.W. was ok with this and Council stated their 
appreciation for all the support the Abington Lion’s Club had provided the 
Borough. President Gerrie Carey stated that the Abington Lion’s Club was also a 
success at the Ice Festival. Mr. Patrick Williams thanked Mr. Mark Kuzma for all 
his help with the Borough. 
7. 
POLICE REPORT:




Mayor Kelly


Chief Louis Vitale presented the Police report. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the 
two new part-time hires were up and running.
8. 
VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:
President Carey


Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the vendor payments to be ratified. 
Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
9. 
OLD BUSINESS:




President Carey

· Vote – Ordinance 2011-01 Knox Box   Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to table the vote to give the Safety Committee time to present a review to Council. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the

· Vote – Ordinance 2011-02 No Parking on Bedford    Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Ordinance 2011-02 No Parking on Bedford. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
10. 
NEW BUSINESS:




President Carey

a) Burn Permits
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough had discussed giving Mrs. Lori Harris responsibility of the handling and issuing the Borough’s burn permits. Mrs. Lori Harris wanted to know if Council wanted to amend the Ordinance for burn permits; because the way the Ordinance read at the time, the permit would have to be reviewed by the Fire Chief or the Fire Chief’s designee. Mrs. Lori Harris wanted to know if Council wanted to have this enforced by her or have the Fire Chief elect a designee each year. Council decided to have Solicitor Patrick Rogan look into it. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to table this matter until the Solicitor had time to review it. Mr. Patrick Williams seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
b) Police Pension Board – evaluation of pension providers    Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Council had passed a Resolution in 2008 that stated that we would evaluate other pension providers. There was still the question of whether it should be the Police Pension Board’s responsibility or not. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that years ago, Council would have companies come in and give a presentation just to see how they do business. This didn’t mean that the company was doing a poor or good job. Mrs. Kathy Drake stated that we are doing well, which is important to note because it does affect the Borough citizens. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that Council needed to decide if they wanted a committee formed and whether or not they wanted to advertise to invite other companies to come in and make a presentation. Mr. Jim Burke stated that we would have to set up parameters if we were to go that route, and that would not be a simple matter. Mrs. Kathy Drake stated that if we were doing poorly, we’d want to look at other companies, but because it is a very time consuming process to evaluate other companies and we were doing well, she didn’t find the evaluations necessary. Mr. Herman Johnson suggested we form a committee still to get a scope of the type of work we want. Mr. Herman Johnson, Mr. Jim Burke, and Mrs. Kathy Drake decided to be that committee and have the Solicitor review their report. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that it’s nice to have a check and balance process.
c) Release of Draft 537 plan to Planning Commission and public
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Planning Commission would review the draft and present a review to Council. For 30 days, the public would be allowed to review it and there would be a public comment period after. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the release of Draft 537 plan to Planning Commission and public. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
11. 
BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:

President Carey



Mr. Patrick Williams asked how we were doing with aging. Ms. Virginia 


Kehoe stated that we were getting payments and that she had put together 


a graph on the matter for Council to review. Mrs. Kathy Drake made a 


motion to approve the Borough sewer office 
report. Mr. Herman Johnson 


seconded the motion and it carried 6-0. 
12. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:



Solicitor Rogan



Solicitor Patrick Rogan stated that the only thing he would like to mention 

was a letter from South Abington regarding the sewer pass-thrus. Ms. 


Virginia Kehoe stated that when she got a copy of the Borough’s response, 

she would provide Council with it in their mail.
13. 
CORRESPONDENCE:

· Jim Ryder – Ryder Asset Management
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that they had discussed the letter about sewer billing received from Mr. Jim Ryder, during the Work Session. President Gerrie Carey stated that the Borough could not make adjustments for every situation. The rules were already outlined in the Ordinance and Council could not make an adjustment.
14. 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:



President Carey

· Prior-
February 2, 2011

Litigation



February 22, 2011

Litigation


· During-

· Subsequent-

15.

ADJOURN:





President Carey


With no further business to discuss, Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion 
to adjourn. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 5-1. Mr. 
Herman Johnson was for nay. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary

