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The regular July meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, July 6, 2011 at 7:05 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mr. Patrick Williams, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mr. Roy Davis, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Herman Johnson, and Solicitor Patrick Rogan. Mr. Jim Burke was absent. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Harry Kelly.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly

THANK YOU TO CESAR LOPEZ:



Mayor Kelly

Ms. Gerrie Carey stated that Mayor Harry Kelly and the rest of Council wanted to make a proclamation thanking Mr. Caesar Lopez for his work on the Abington Regional Wastewater Authority. Mr. Caesar Lopez filled in for Mr. Joe Guzek and helped the Authority navigate through difficult decisions, as well as continued progress in the Corrective Action Plan & updated 537 Act Plan. Mr. Caesar Lopez was called to active duty in Afghanistan this July and Council wished him a safe return home. Ms. Gerrie Carey stated that he was an excellent fit. Mr. Caesar Lopez stated that he wanted to thank Council for all their support throughout the proceedings he undertook on the Authority.
EAGLE SCOUT PRESENTATION:



Mayor Kelly

The Eagle Scouts were not present at this meeting.
THANK YOU TO FRANK SUMMA AND 2011 MASONRY 

CLASS:







Mayor Kelly

Mayor Harry Kelly stated that through Mr. Frank Summa’s guidance, the 2011 Masonry II class designed and constructed the support for the Clark’s Summit sign at the Veteran’s Memorial Monument. They also constructed a walking path to the monument that made the monument accessible to all. Mr. Frank Summa stated that it was an honor to do something with the students that will last forever. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that they did a commendable job and he really appreciated their hard work. He also wanted to thank the School Board for their assistance in making the project possible. 
1.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:



President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the agenda. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:



President Carey


June 1, 2011

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
3.
PUBLIC COMMENT & INPUT:



President Carey

Janine L. Port, 408 Center St., came before Council to discuss her concern of speeders on Center St. In May 2010, one of her cats was killed by a speeding car in front of her house. On July 5, 2011, another cat of hers was killed by a speeding car in front of her house. She expressed her gratitude for the condolences Mayor Harry Kelly provided directly after the incident. She stated that residents on Center St. should not have to put up with speeders. She continued that Center St. is home to family, businesses, and a child daycare center. She had witnessed an accident on that street every year for the seven years she’s lived there. She requested that something be done to slow down speeders such as a speed monitoring system, flashing lights on the speed limit signs, speed bumps, or slow down painted on the road. She expressed that she was aware that there was a lot to take care of in the Borough, but did not want to wait until a life was lost to do something about this issue. Chief Louis Vitale stated that there already is a speed monitoring system in place collecting data on Center St. He continued that he’d drop off the report with Janine Port after all the information was collected. Janine Port stated that she and many other residents on Center St. would be happy to let cop cars park in their driveways to prevent speeding.
Jolie Ann Gilmer, 410 Center St., came before Council in support of Janine Port and her concern over speeding on Center St. She expressed that she’d like speed bumps installed before and after the children’s daycare. She stated that her main concern is for the safety of the children; and she appreciated Mayor Harry Kelly and Chief Louis Vitale’s fast response to the incident that took place on July 5, 2011. 
4.
BIDS & QUOTATIONS:




President Carey

There were no bids or quotations to present at this meeting.
5.
BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT


President Carey

· May 2011

· June 2011

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the Borough Treasurer’s Report for the months of May and June 2011. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
6. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· VFW parade committee – discussion re: throwing of candy
Mr. Dominick Scott of the VFW, stated that they had a very successful parade this year. Ms. Gerrie Carey stated that the throwing of the candy had become a safety issue concern in the Borough, as well as other communities. She asked if something else could be done, such as people handing out other items to the children. Mr. Dominick Scott responded that his particular feeling was that the children come to the parade for the candy. The numbers of people who attend are geared toward the children. He continued that the parade had been going on for 20 years and he wanted it to continue for at least that long. He felt that without candy, the parade would have a poor turn out. He also stated that many people walk in the parade, so the vehicles in the parade can only go as fast as the people walking in front of them. The candy is thrown out to the sidewalks and he felt alternatives would not be as successful. Mr. Roy Davis expressed his concern about a child tripping and falling under big trucks or getting hit in the eye. He stated that he had a sponsor who was willing to distribute freeze pops or candy along the curb to eliminate throwing. He continued that he’d like to try that out for a year. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that safety is their main concern and felt that Mr. Roy Davis should meet up with the parade committee to discuss this issue. Mr. Joe Guzek stated that he had recently attended a parade in Montrose, PA, where he had witnessed 75% of the people in the parade putting candy in the children’s bags to keep the children out of the street. Mr. Roy Davis stated that was also an idea worth looking into and he’d meet with the parade committee to discuss their options.
· Sewer Authority – Joe Guzek replacement
Mr. Joe Guzek stated that it had been 1 year since he returned from his retirement to the Sewer Authority and he felt the Sewer Board was unified; and moving through with the D.E.P. successfully. He continued that he felt an engineer was not needed on the Board and that a member with experience in public relations would fill his spot best. He continued that he felt Mr. Wayne Miller could offer good advice and make sure the community gets what it is supposed to. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she had spoken with Mr. Wayne Miller and he said he’d be thrilled and honored to represent the community. Ms. Gerrie Carey stated that with Mr. Joe Guzek’s recommendation, they’d love to have him on the Sewer Authority. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Wayne Miller had already been interviewed and she gave her recommendation for him as well. Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to appoint Mr. Wayne Miller as Mr. Joe Guzek’s replacement on the Sewer Authority. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. Mr. Herman Johnson abstained. Mr. Patrick Williams stated that he’d like to interview Mr. Wayne Miller again.
· Code Enforcement update – short term & long term plans
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she had attended a Stormwater seminar where she spoke with the Code Enforcement Officer in Forty Fort. She stated that Forty Fort although smaller than Clark’s Summit, has a full-time Code Enforcement Officer and two assistants. Code Enforcement there is incredibly active. She continued that since Code Enforcement requires fees, it pays for itself and allows towns to regulate safety concerns. Code Enforcement Officer, Lori Harris, had wrote to Council to update them on her short and long term plans for Code Enforcement in Clark’s Summit Borough. She first thanked Council, Mr. Ches Forconi, Mr. Bob Naegele, members of the Planning Commission, and the Zoning Hearing Board for all their support during her time in Code Enforcement. Her short term plan was to focus on better procedures in property maintenance. She stated that 90% of the time, 
“friendly reminders” sent to make the property owners aware of the issues, clears the issues up. She also stated that she has been able to collect every delinquent business registration for 2010. In relation to the long term, she suggested an inspection of rental properties. In Forty Fort, they alternate one half of the town every year for inspections. She also stated that she’d like to enforce procedures that allow for more control over pave cuts. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he’d like to see pave cuts inspected and finds it necessary that they have more follow up.  CEO Lori Harris had expressed agreement with Forty Fort’s procedure of putting a stop work order on pave cuts if they violate permits; and supervision of back fill. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Forty Fort also uses a multi-part form to avoid sending letters of “friendly reminders” to anyone violating terms of agreements with permits. Mr. Roy Davis asked if CEO Lori Harris was suggesting that the Borough do away with “friendly reminders.” Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that CEO Lori Harris, sees it both ways, but felt that the reminders slowed the process down. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he felt Ms. Virginia Kehoe and CEO Lori Harris had great ideas. Ms. Virginia Kehoe suggested that a committee meet with CEO Lori Harris to discuss what procedures they’d like to move forward with.
· Public Works committee – street numbering
Mr. Patrick Williams made a presentation on the importance of having proper street numbering. He stated that the Ordinance requires 4” numbers for safety purposes. He felt something needs to be done about houses that fail to meet these safety requirements. Mr. Roy Davis stated that he completely agreed with Mr. Patrick Williams and felt we could do something about this issue through public relations. He also suggested that the post office may possibly be interested in handing out information through hand outs to assist the Borough in making residents aware. He continued that failure to identify street numbers affects the proper delivery of mail as well. 
· Public Works committee- brush pickup
Mr. Patrick Williams also made a presentation of proper disposal of glass clippings and brush. He stated that the brush pick up is a great service provided to our community. He just wanted to reach out and ask residents for their help pertaining to the brush removal. He recommended cutting it up, putting it in a trash bag, and putting it out for the trash when possible. He also stated that homeowners should make sure it’s contracted that it’s removed if professionally worked on. This help would save fuel and allow the Borough’s DPW crew to work on other projects. 
· TCC Update

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated Mr. Jim Burke wasn’t in attendance to present the TCC Update, but she was at the June meeting of the Countywide Tax Collection Committee. Berkheimer had officially been contracted control over tax collection in Lackawanna County and all of its employers, municipalities, and school districts. She continued that the Borough just needed to make a Resolution to aid in the transition.
7.
POLICE REPORT:





Mayor Kelly

Chief Louis Vitale presented the Police Report for June 2011. It was reported that the ABPA stated their appreciation in seeing patrolman on their 2nd Friday Art Walks. Mr. Herman Johnson commended Chief Louis Vitale for his work on overtime hours. In relation to replacing one of the police vehicles, Mr. Herman Johnson asked to be informed of the cost of getting the vehicle up to standard to pass inspection. Chief Louis Vitale stated that he’d get Mr. Herman Johnson that information. Chief Louis Vitale also stated that he had received a letter from Mrs. Preate praising the Police Department for their help with the Preate race. She had included a check for $200.00 with the letter. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to send the $200.00 to the Police Department fund. Mr. Patrick Williams seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
8.
VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:

President Carey

· May 2011

· June 2011

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to ratify vendor payments. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.

9.
OLD BUSINESS:





President Carey

· Sewer Pass-thru
10.
NEW BUSINESS:





President Carey

a) Resolution 2011-10 – Collection of delinquent EIT/LST taxes 

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that as part of the conversion to Berkheimer, Resolution 2011-10 needed to be adopted. It would allow Berkheimer to collect fees for their services. Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-10. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. Mr. Herman Johnson abstained.
b) Resolution 2011-11 – Confidential Contact for Tax Collector

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the information collected from the tax collector cannot just be blanketed when handed out because confidential social security numbers are included. It was suggested that one position be authorized to be given the reports from Berkheimer. Ms. Virginia Kehoe continued that she felt as Borough manager, she’d be the easiest person to have this authorization since she’s in the office every day. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-11. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
11.
BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:


President Carey

· June 2011

· July 2011

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the Borough Sewer office report. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.

12.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:




Solicitor Rogan

13.
CORRESPONDENCE:

· TCC Audit results

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that at the TCC meeting, they provided each community with their final audit for 2010. She reported that $20,000.00 had been collected as seed money. 
· William Davis re: Woodridge
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. William Davis had written the Borough as a representative for the Homeowners Association of the Woodridge Circle housing development. They were asking if they could construct a sign on Borough property with a spot light on it. They felt visitors to the development had a hard time locating the road, especially at night. They also offered to pay for all costs to have the sign made and installed.  The lot where they are proposing the sign be installed wouldn’t be able to be used for anything else. Mr. Herman Johnson suggested the lot be sold to the development for liability reasons if the Borough does grant them permission to put the sign there. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that we’d have to look into Borough Code to find out how to handle the process of selling it to the development.
· ACOG-Forensic Audit

14.
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:




President Carey

· Prior-

Immediately preceding - litigation

· During-

· Subsequent-

15. 
ADJOURN:






President Carey


With no further business to discuss, Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to 
adjourn the July Regular Council Meeting. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the 
motion and it carried 5-1. Mr. Herman Johnson was for nay. The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary
