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The regular August Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, August 3, 2011 at 7:10 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mr. Patrick Williams, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Jim Burke, and Mr. Herman Johnson. Mr. Roy Davis and Solicitor Patrick Rogan were absent. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly

EAGLE SCOUT PRESENTATION:



Mayor Kelly
Mayor Harry Kelly thanked the Eagle Scouts for the work they did for the Clark’s Summit community to reach Eagle Scout rank and recognized their talents.  Mr. Joseph Festa serviced three local homeless shelters through a blanket drive he organized.  Mr. Nicholas Brunamonti benefitted the Newton Recreation Center and many non-profit groups that use the building, through work repairing and painting the center. Mr. Tyler Asay provided service to the Community Dog Park through four gates he built for the dog park, as well as a raised flower bed.  Mr. Matthew Arcangelo benefitted all the children who use the Ackerly Little League Complex through donations, 22 scout volunteers, and 105 volunteer hours. Mr. Kory Helkoski constructed 15 nesting blue bird boxes that enhanced the beauty of the Abington Community Park and provided visitors the opportunity to see blue birds. Blue birds rarely are seen due to sparrows and starlings taking their nesting areas. Ms. Virginia Kehoe also recognized the families that supported these Eagle Scouts in their endeavors. 
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:



President Carey


Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:



President Carey

· July 6, 2011

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT & INPUT: 



President Carey


Arlene Lablotsky came before Council as a representative of the Bedford Towers Association. She stated that with the pattern of traffic on Bedford Street, drivers cannot see on the left when they are exiting Bedford Towers. She asked if Council would consider removing three parking spaces so that they can see when exiting the parking lot. She also stated that if a sign needs to be put up, the Bedford Towers Association would have no issue paying for it. Mr. Herman Johnson responded that they had put a sign on the telephone pole and that Council was aware it wasn’t working to prevent drivers from parking there. He continued that the Borough was scheduled to put curb cuts in, which would add visibility and eliminate three parking spaces. The Borough was just awaiting bids at the time. Arlene Lablotsky asked Chief Louis Vitale if there was any way they could have an officer watch for speeders once a week between the hours of 3:30-5:00 P.M. & 7:00-9:00 P.M. Chief Louis Vitale responded that for the hours of 3:30-5:00 P.M. they’d do what they could. He also stated that they’d install a speed monitoring device on Bedford St. 

4. BIDS & QUOTATIONS




President Carey


There were no bids or quotations to present.
5. BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT


President Carey


Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the Borough Treasurer’s Report. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS:







· Sewer Authority update – Act 57
Mr. Steve Evers and Mr. Wayne Miller came before Council to update them on changes at the Sewer Authority; and to discuss the collection of tapping fees. Mr. Steve Evers stated that the DEP mandates for phosphorous and nitrogen discharge made it necessary to update the plant. He continued that end of the year decisions needed to be made on finances. The Sewer Authority had come up with the suggestion of establishing tapping fees for new hookups to the system. New developments would be given a gift if not charged a tapping fee, since the community has already paid millions of dollars in making the Sewer Authority what it is today. Mr. Gannett Fleming, Sewer Authority Engineer, provided the formula for determining a fee at $21.79 for new residential users, and $10.22 per gallon per day for plants, restaurants, and non-residential users. He stated that the collection of the tapping fee would reduce current residents’ sewer fees in the coming years. Mr. Wayne Miller thanked Council for appointing him to join the Sewer Authority. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she wanted to make sure it was clear to everyone that the updates aren’t related to growth, but is for processing measures only. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he was very proud to see the committee sharing these new ideas and commended them for the great job they had been doing.
· Centennial Committee update
Mrs. Barbara Evans provided Council with an update on the Centennial Committee. She stated that the Ragtime Rumble would be the kick off for the Centennial on August 27, 2011 from 11A.M.-7P.M. She continued that there would be the Kidracer event, Marley’s Mission, 20 food vendors, live bands, 17 craftsmen, a promenade at 11 A.M., and a proclamation by Senator Blake. 
· Planning Commission – Srishubham recommendation
The Planning Commission had reviewed the application for land development for Dr. Pancholy and recommended approval with four contingencies. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the Srishubham plans with the four contingencies provided by the Planning Commission. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
· Borough Newsletter
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough had been approached by a firm that was willing to provide the Borough with a free newsletter, provided the Borough pay for the postage. She continued that in the past, the Borough used to have a newsletter that was both provided and sent for free. She felt it was something Council might want to form a committee on and look into.
Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he wanted to thank Congressman Marino’s office for assisting the Borough in locating five free emergency scanner radios for EMA. 
7. POLICE REPORT:





Mayor Kelly


Chief Louis Vitale presented the Police Report. Mr. Herman Johnson asked Chief Louis Vitale if progress had been made on a replacement vehicle for the Police Department. Ms. Gerrie Carey stated that they had discussed what direction they wanted to go in. Mr. Herman Johnson responded that more needed to be done in the event the vehicle that needed to be replaced went too soon. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that getting a number for the budget would at least help the Borough make sure there’s money for a replacement at the beginning of the year. 


8. VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:

President Carey


Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion ratify the vendor payments. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
9. OLD BUSINESS:





President Carey

· Laurelwood
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough had signed an agreement with Laurelwood in April 2010 to accept 36 E.D.U.s from Laurelwood. Laurelwood now wanted to give the Borough 40 E.D.U.s, so the Borough needed to sign a new contract. Mr. Gary Wilding, engineer from K.B.A. came before Council to answer any questions they may have had regarding this matter. Mr. Gary Wilding stated that the volume would remain the same in this situation. Mr. Herman Johnson had concerns that Council had not heard back from Solicitor Patrick Rogan yet on the issue. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to table the discussion till executive session. Mr. Patrick Williams seconded the motion. Council’s vote vetoed the motion. Mr. Jim Burke made a motion to sign the new contract with Solicitor Patrick Rogan’s approval. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 5-1. Mr. Herman Johnson was for nay. 
· Border Realty
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough had signed an agreement with Border Realty to accept 175 E.D.U.s for a development in Glenburn Township. Border Realty couldn’t do anything till the Borough had upgraded our interceptor. Then, D.E.P. stated that a private developer could not hold the sewer lines in their name. She wanted to make Council aware that Glenburn Township agreed to accept the lines and would be approaching the Borough in the future to accept the pass through. Mr. Herman Johnson suggested a copy of this be sent to the Sewer Authority. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated she would send it. 
10. NEW BUSINESS:





President Carey

a) Resolution 2011-12 Berkheimer LST Agreement
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Berkheimer would be taking over the Borough’s local state tax and needed us to sign an agreement to do so. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-12. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
b) Resolution 2011-13 Berkheimer Tax Hearing Agreement   Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Resolution 2011-13 would allow the TCC to appoint Berkheimer as its tax hearing officer. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-13. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that as a result of the executive session that took place in advance of the meeting, there was an additional item that Council might want to take action on that evening. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion that our Solicitor get back to Council with a proper review of the paperwork to hire Mr. Michael Roth, Keystone Appraisal.  After recessing into executive session, Mr. Herman Johnson withdrew his motion. Council was scheduled to reconvene on August, Monday 8th to vote on this action.
11. BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:


President Carey


Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the Borough Sewer Office Report. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
12. SOLICITOR’S REPORT:




Solicitor Rogan

13. CORRESPONDENCE:

· Thank you – Abington Senior Center
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Abington Senior Center sent the Borough a letter thanking the D.P.W. for their outstanding work in maintaining the grounds throughout the year.
Mr. Herman Johnson stated that Bedford Towers had sent him a letter thanking Ms. Virginia Kehoe, the D.P.W., the Clark’s Summit Fire Company, and Highland Associates. Their parking lot had been going through resealing and Ms. Virginia Kehoe had coordinated the project with everyone involved.
14. EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:




President Carey

· Prior -


potential litigation
· During –

· Subsequent - 

personnel

15. ADJOURN:






President Carey
Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to recess the August Regular Council Meeting until Monday, August 8, 2011. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 6-0. With no further business to discuss, the meeting went into recess at 10:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary
