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The regular September Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, September 7, 2011 at 7:04 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mr. Patrick Williams, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mr. Roy Davis, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Jim Burke, Mr. Herman Johnson, and Solicitor Patrick Rogan. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly

PRESENTATION FROM FRIENDS OF THE FORGOTTEN TO PRESIDENT GERRIE CAREY:






 Patrick Williams

Mr. Patrick Williams made a presentation to President Gerrie Carey, on behalf of Friends of the Forgotten. Friends of the Forgotten gave Council a plaque for their continued dedication and support of their 2011 ‘You Are Not Forgotten Ride.’  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:




President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the agenda. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:




President Carey

· August 3, 2011 Regular Council Meeting

· August 8, 2011 Council Meeting Reconvene

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT/INPUT:




President Carey

There was no public comment/input at this meeting.
BIDS & QUOTATIONS:





President Carey

· 2011 Paving Project

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that there were five bids to be opened for the 2011 Paving Project. She requested that Council make a motion contingent upon the Borough engineer’s review and approval of the low bid. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to accept Popple’s bid contingent upon the Borough engineer’s review and approval. Mr. Patrick Williams seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
· Atherton Stormwater Project – Atherton state of emergency
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Mayor declared a disaster emergency for 820 W. Grove St. She continued that the problem is running down Atherton St. and there were three bids received to alleviate the problem. She requested that Council made a motion to accept the low bid contingent on approval from the Borough engineer’s review and approval. Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to accept the low bid contingent upon the Borough engineer’s review and approval. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 7-0. 
BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT



President Carey

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the Borough Treasurer’s Report. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Fire Company – Jake Hoinowski
Mr. Jake Hoinowski presented his committee report on the Fire Company. He stated since his last presentation, there had been 683 ambulance calls, 558 were Borough calls, and 125 were calls to assist. He continued that there were also 180 hours of E.M.T. training, 162 fire calls, and 106 of those were in the Borough.
· AACC – MaryAnn Nichols – Dori Waters

Mrs. MaryAnn Nichols and Mrs. Dori Waters made a proposal to Council on transforming the former Clark’s Summit Fire House into an inclusive coffee house. They wanted to provide a place where residents of the Abingtons and surrounding areas could come together for recreational, educational, and artistic topics. They continued that the coffee house could benefit the Borough with new employment, revitalization, income for the Borough, and it’d be at no cost to the Borough. They also presented a design plan for how they’d like to transform the downstairs area of the Borough building. Mr. Roy Davis stated that he supported the idea, but had concerns over what could be done to keep the garage doors in the building in case the program failed to succeed. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that with the plan, the Borough still owns the building, so Council could be in charge of what plans are approved. This meant that Council could make sure the garage doors remained in tact. Mr. Jim Burke asked about a lease agreement and Ms. Virginia Kehoe responded that this plan would remove some costs from the Borough in maintaining this particular space. Council’s consensus was that they wanted to support Mrs. MaryAnn Nichols and Mrs. Dori Waters; and have them continue making their plans and come back with their updates. 
· Finance committee – Liberty Electric presentation
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated Mr. Tim Moran had contacted the Borough about saving with the cost of electric. Mr. Tim Moran came before Council to address them on how they could save with his offer. Mr. Tim Moran stated that Liberty Electric had created unmetered energy accounts for the Borough and other large energy usage users. He continued to state that depending on the market, the Borough could stand to save at least $13,000.00, if not more. Mr. Tim Moran had provided an opt-clause for Solicitor Patrick Rogan’s review. He also provided two written references for the finance committee to review. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough had been approached by P.S.A.B. so Council had options to consider. Council decided to vote at next month’s meeting on the proposal. 
· Herman Johnson’s Committee Report – Junior Council

Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he’d like Council to appoint who would be the mentor for the next group of Junior Council members. He also requested that they come up with a project for the Junior Council. Mr. Herman Johnson continued that he’d like to thank the E.M.A. officers, Fire, and Police Department for their communication work with E.M.A. during the recent disasters in the area. 
POLICE REPORT:






Mayor Kelly

Chief Louis Vitale presented the Police Report. He read the report of calls, tickets, citations, and reported that the 2002 Chevy was out of service. 
VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:


President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the vendor payments to be ratified. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
OLD BUSINESS:






President Carey

· Discussion of 537 comments

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that we had a thirty day comment period on the 537 Plan and we had received one comment at the beginning of August. Ms. Virginia Kehoe had forwarded the comment to Council and the Sewer Authority for review. The Sewer Authority had then amended the Resolution to reflect this comment and comments received in other communities as well. The Sewer Authority was now requesting that Council pass Resolution 2011-14.  
· Resolution 2011-14 – Adoption of Draft 537 Plan 
Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-14. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
NEW BUSINESS:






President Carey

a) Ordinance 2011-04 – No Parking 401 N. State St.

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Council had voted to accept a conditional recommendation from the Planning Commission for conditional approval for Dr. Pancholy. One of those conditions was the receipt of a Highway Occupancy Permit. PennDOT had contacted the Borough to say they were fine with issuing the H.O.P. on the condition that the Borough restrict parking in front of Dr. Pancholy’s office. Ms. Virginia Kehoe continued that Ordinance 2011-14 had been properly advertised and requested a vote on it from Council. Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to approve Ordinance 2011-04. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
b) Junior Council
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that it was a new school year and that meant Council had to decide if they wanted a Junior Council; and if so, they needed to decide how they wanted to go about it. Mrs. Kathy Drake suggested we post an advertisement on the Borough website and contact local high school guidance counselors. Ms. Virginia Kehoe requested that Council consider who they want to mentor the Junior Council members as we accept candidates. 
c) 2012 MMO

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that every year we find out what our municipal obligation is and we had received the numbers for 2012. For the non-uniformed pension plan our minimum obligation was $18, 918.00. For the police pension plan our minimum obligation was $52, 368.00. She continued that those numbers are consistent with what she’s seen since she started managing the Borough. 
d) Handicapped Assessable Curb Cuts
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the bids for the handicapped assessable curb cuts had arrived. She continued that the project had been approved by PennDOT, but the County engineer needed to still approve the bids before the project could move forward.
BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:



President Carey

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the Borough Sewer Office Report. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:





Solicitor Rogan

CORRESPONDENCE:

· South Abington Township – Worker’s compensation
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough had received a letter of correspondence from the Board of Supervisors from South Abington Township. Clark’s Summit had sent them our annual bill for the worker’s compensation contribution. They responded that they were not going to pay us with a contract with them and requested that past payments be returned to them. Council instructed Ms. Virginia Kehoe not to return the payments to them. 
· Bob Bass – Fire Company Public Safety Program
Mr. Herman Johnson stated that Mr. Bob Bass had sent a letter through the E.M.A. office requesting that the Borough start a safety education program. Mr. Bob Bass was requesting to make a presentation to Council on the program. Council decided to invite Mr. Bob Bass to the next Work Session on September 27, 2011. 
· FEMA floodplain mapping

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that F.E.M.A. had sent in a letter, stating that they were re-doing the flood insurance rate maps in the area.  She continued that if you are determined to be in the floodplain, you’d be required to carry flood insurance. F.E.M.A. had invited Council to attend a meeting on the plans on September 13, 2011. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he did review the plans and felt it would be in the best interest of the Borough to have the Solicitor, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, and all Council attend the meeting. 
· Richard & Marie Cochrane – sewer request
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Richard and Marie Cochrane had contacted her about a minimum sewer use charge. The Cochrane’s had stated that they had a temporary assignment in Montgomery County, didn’t want to turn the water off at their home, and didn’t want to pay the normal rate for their sewer during this time. Ms. Virginia Kehoe continued that she had already explained to them that it was a flat rate and even if the water was turned off, they’d legally be obligated to pay the flat rate. Council decided to decline that request and send them a letter with their explanation. 
· Marla
Carnedie
Marla was requesting that a street light be installed in front of her home at 114 Lansdowne Ave. She felt it was extremely dark and dangerous in front of her house. Mr. Roy Davis asked what the determining factors of installing a street light were in the past. Council decided to look into it to remain consistent before making a decision. 


EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:





President Carey

· Prior-

8/3 potential litigation
8/8 potential litigation
9/7 Personnel and potential litigation

· During-

· Subsequent-
None

ADJOURN:







President Carey

With no further business to discuss, Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:49 PM. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-1. Mr. Herman Johnson was for nay.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary
