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The regular October Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, October 5, 2011 at 7:02 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were Ms. Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mr. Roy Davis, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Jim Burke, Mr. Herman Johnson, and Solicitor Patrick Rogan. Mr. Patrick Williams was absent. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:




President Carey
Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:




President Carey

· September 7, 2011 Regular Council Meeting
Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT/INPUT:




President Carey

· Abington Little League
Mr. John Cuck, board member of the Abington Little League, came before Council to request financial assistance for the Abington Little League. Mr. John Cuck stated that presently, the league had 836 children registered and was using volunteer help to maintain the field. The mortgage payments were becoming too difficult to keep up with and the field needed repair, as to not present danger to the children. He continued that the League was desperately trying to install bathrooms and needed another tractor to keep up with field maintenance. Mr. Roy Davis asked Mr. John Cuck if the League had regular meetings. Mr. John Cuck responded that they have a regular meeting once a month and Mr. Roy Davis stated that he’d like to attend one of them. Mr. Roy Davis continued that he’d like to get a volunteer group together to help take care of old, broken up cinder blocks and graffiti. 
Mr. Bartoletti came before Council to discuss parking on Bedford St. Mr. Bartoletti felt safety for residents wasn’t being looked at. Chief Louis Vitale stated that it was decided to allow for parking on one side of Bedford, to make it safer to travel on. He continued that the problem Mr. Bartoletti was facing was the changes in the high rise that had occurred since then. There were now too many residents for the amount of parking provided. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that CDBG money had been donated to curbing on Bedford and that would help make the parking in the area safer. Mr. Bartoletti stated that he also wanted to see the traffic light on Lackawanna Trail moved to the intersection across from Center St. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Lackawanna Trail was a State road and that she’d agree with him otherwise. Ms. Gerrie Carey stated that the State feels that if you need a traffic light to exit Gerrity’s, you can use the traffic light on Lackawanna Trail. Ms. Virginia Kehoe added that the Borough would have to pay to do a study, come up with a replacement light, and that would only be possible if it were approved by the State.
· A Vaness
Andrea Vaness came before Council with packages to review on the water runoff affecting her property. Andrea Vaness stated that while working with Ms. Virginia Kehoe, she found that a lot of water was coming from curbing around the property and from drainage on the neighboring properties. This had lead to significant flooding on her property. She stated that everything was washing away, flooding her property, and flooding the gutter across the street. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Code Enforcement Officer, Lori Harris, did try very hard to work with the contractor on the issue. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he was on the property the prior week and that morning. He continued that he felt it was a neighbor to neighbor issue since it was the neighbor’s drain that was pointing towards Andrea Vaness’ property.  He felt the Borough should sit down with Andrea Vaness, see how they could assist her, and do what they could to help solve the problem. Mrs. Barbara Evans asked Andrea Vaness if she had a problem prior to construction on her neighbor’s house. Andrea Vaness responded that she did not. Ms. Gerrie Carey stated that Andrea Vaness should address Clark’s Green about the issue as well. Loren Selznick, a neighbor of Andrea Vaness, stated that she got a letter from the Borough and was concerned that the letter was one of large impending costs. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough would never go in, do work, and charge her for it. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that the situation wasn’t anyone’s fault because not everyone was aware of the situation. Ms. Virginia Kehoe continued that CEO Lori Harris only felt Loren Zelznick should be aware of the situation and wanted to urge her to attend this meeting. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that 90% of the water was coming from S. Abington Road. He felt the two communities and the State needed to discuss the issue. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that anything set up with Clark’s Green and the State would be advertised to the residents so that they could be involved as well. 
BIDS & QUOTATIONS:





President Carey

There were no bids or quotations at this meeting.
BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT



President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the Borough Treasurer’s Report. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Proclamation for White Ribbon Campaign
Mayor Harry Kelly made the proclamation that October 30th. 2011-November 5th, 2011 was White Ribbon Against Pornography Week in the Borough of Clark’s Summit; and called upon our residents to protect our children by taking all of the necessary steps to stop the dangers of pornography and indecency.
· ARWA – Pay as you go
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Abington Regional Wastewater Authority 2012 budget had been submitted for Council’s consideration. She continued that three communities, including the Borough, had supported the pay as you go option in the past. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to continue with the pay as you go option. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
POLICE REPORT:






Mayor Kelly

Chief Louis Vitale presented the September 2011 Police Report. Mr. Herman 
Johnson stated that the chief was doing a great job with the overtime hours. He then asked if Council had decided on whether or not they were going to go in the direction of a leased replacement vehicle. He continued that he was going to attend a State sale to see what he could find for the department, and stated that he was aware the finance committee was working on the situation. 
VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:


President Carey

Mr. Jim Burke made a motion to ratify the vendor payments. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
OLD BUSINESS:






President Carey

Unmetered Electric options

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she had received a quote from Constellation Energy that was much lower than Liberty Electric’s unmetered street light rate. Ms. Virginia Kehoe requested that Council allow the Borough Treasurer to sign off on the proposal. Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to accept the quote from Constellation Energy. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
Bob Bass – presentation
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Bob Bass couldn’t attend the meeting, but had provided packets on his presentation to Council. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that Council should invite him back when he could make a Council meeting and have Council review his packet in the meantime.
NEW BUSINESS:






President Carey

a) Creek Cleaning Grant

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that F.E.M.A. was looking to aid and get Lackawanna County declared as part of the disaster from Hurricane Lee. Creek cleaning had become impossible due to the D.E.P.’s efforts to protect the habitats there. Ms. Virginia Kehoe continued that not cleaning the creeks could lead to new flood plains. Senator Sid Michaels Kavulich was working to get the Borough and surrounding communities a grant, for cleaning out creek beds throughout the region. On Ms. Gerrie Carey’s behalf, a letter was sent to Christopher Cowley, with Northeast Economic Advisors, who were doing the paperwork for this grant. 
b) Prevailing Wage Reform

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that over the past 50 years, the mandated Prevailing Wage had shattered the public dollar. The Prevailing Wage threshold had remained unchanged at $25,000.00, while other commodities had kept pace with inflation. She continued that the Borough had received an alert on bills that were to be considered in The General Assembly. She requested permission from Council to send in a Prevailing Wage Reform to our State Senator. Council gave Ms. Virginia Kehoe their approval. 
c) September Flooding
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she had been contacted by F.E.M.A. about getting federal aid for the victims of Tropical Storm Lee. F.E.M.A. was requesting that the Borough come up with a rough estimate of damages that residents sustained. At that point, the rough estimate was at $150,000.00 in damages. Mr. Herman Johnson commended Ms. Virginia Kehoe for her work with the residents in collecting this information. Ms. Virginia Kehoe then read Ms. Patty Lawler’s letter of correspondence, thanking the Bedford Fire Fighters for assisting her during her time of need after the tropical storm.
d) Resolution 2011-15 CDBG – Bedford St. Project
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough was using 2011’s CDBG money to work on storm water, sewer, and curbing repairs on Bedford St. She requested Council’s approval of Resolution 2011-15 to move forward with the project. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-15. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
e) Building One Pennsylvania
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Building One Pennsylvania had been doing a lot to help with community planning state-wide.  They wanted Council to attend their assembly on October 27, 2011. They also requested that Council contact our state representatives about attending. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that with Council’s approval, she would be sending a letter to our state representatives requesting their attendance. 
BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:



President Carey

Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to approve the Borough Sewer Office Report. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:





Solicitor Rogan

CORRESPONDENCE:

· Patty Lawler
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:





President Carey

· Prior-

9/7 Potential litigation & Personnel
· During-


· Subsequent-
Immediately following
ADJOURN:







President Carey

With no further business to discuss, Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary
