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The regular November Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at 7:04 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mr. Roy Davis, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Herman Johnson, and Solicitor Patrick Rogan. Mr. Patrick Williams and Mr. Jim Burke were absent. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly

VISIT FROM STEVE ARMALLAY-REPRESENTING SID MICHAELS KAVULICH

Mr. Steve Armallay came before Council to discuss the flood mitigation project grant the Borough had applied for. He stated that the grant had been filed and development of the project was currently ongoing. He continued that residual grants may be imposed as they continue to see what kind of immediate need is at hand. According to engineering studies, Harrisburg figured it would take several years to clean up the damage, but they were continuing to work on getting the project favorable attention. Mr. Roy Davis stated that on another topic, the Borough didn’t want to wait until 2016 for Marchellus Shale money to come in for PennDOT to work on damage incurred from the project. He felt the Borough was extremely impacted by the added traffic and damage. He continued that he had spoken to another state representative and native engineers about PennDOT being given a directive from the governor. Mr. Roy Davis requested that the percentage of money being directed towards repair projects with PennDOT be reconsidered and that the Borough be informed of any grants they could apply for in the meantime. Mr. Steve Armallay suggested getting an Environmental Impact Study done to aid in getting money for repairs, as well.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:




President Carey

Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to approve the agenda. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:




President Carey


October 5, 2011 Regular Council Meeting

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT/INPUT:




President Carey

Janine Port, 408 Center St., came before Council to address the issue of speeding on Center St. She stated that her mother could not safely find her way home due to dementia; and she had a petition of 30 signatures from other residents on Center St., requesting something be done about the speeding issues there. Chief Louis Vitale stated that there are many areas in the Borough where this is a problem and they would continue to pursue the issue.  Janine Port suggested bringing awareness to teenagers and finding ways to draw their attention to what they could do to make sure they slow down. She also suggested that extra signs be placed on the street to bring awareness. Chief Louis Vitale stated that he felt people forget that there are speeders who are in a rush, with no intention to speed. He continued that they could figure out ways to slow them down, but they will still end up disregarding the signs. 
Elizabeth Klein, 407 Summit Ave., came before Council to address a large tree that had fallen into her yard. She felt it was the Borough’s responsibility to dispose of the tree. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the property the tree came from was never dedicated to the Borough. Elizabeth Klein stated that she did not own the alley either.  Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that according to the Shade Tree Ordinance, the dilemma was indicated as a right of way issue. 
BIDS & QUOTATIONS:





President Carey

There were no bids or quotations this month.
BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT



President Carey

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the Borough Treasurer’s Report. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Building & Plant – The Gathering Place
Dori Waters came before Council to update them on the Gathering Place plans. She stated that she had a floor plan from Highland Associates. She had met with B.I.U. and CEO Lori Harris, as well. She continued that they were seeking grant money, as well as money from the community to match the grants. She needed Council’s commitment as a major partner to obtain a $300,000.00 grant approval. Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to commit as a major partner in The Gathering Place plans. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
· Finance Committee – 2012 Budget

  Old Police Car
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough still had possession of an old police car and needed Council’s approval to dispose of it. Council granted her that permission. 
· Personnel Committee – DPW Contract Negotiations
Ms. Gerrie Carey stated that the Personnel Committee had been negotiating with the DPW on a three year contract. Council had received copies of the contract negotiations to vote on. Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to approve the DPW contract negotiations. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. 
POLICE REPORT:






Mayor Kelly

Chief Louis Vitale presented the Police Report. He read the report of calls, tickets, and citations for October 2011.
VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:


President Carey

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the vendor payments to be ratified. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
OLD BUSINESS:






President Carey

NEW BUSINESS:






President Carey

a) Resolution 2011-16-ABPA holiday open house
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Abington Business and Professional Association were sponsoring a “Holiday Open House” and were requesting a suspension of metered parking during November 25-26, 2011. She requested Council vote on the resolution that would allow for the suspension. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-16. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
b) Resolution 2011-17 – CDBG budget
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she needed Council’s vote on Resolution 2011-17 to authorize the Lackawanna County Board of Commissioners to submit a revision of the Lackawanna count on behalf of Clarks Summit borough Federal Fiscal year 2007, 2009, and 2010 Community Development Block Grant Program Applications to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development. Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to approve the resolution. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. 
c) Appointee replacements
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that anyone, whose term ends in 2011, can request to be considered for reappointment. The vote for appointee replacements was scheduled to take place January 1, 2012.  
d) Resolution 2011-18 – Designation of Agent Resolution
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Lackawanna County was still only approved for emergency members for municipalities and public non-profits through F.E.M.A.  Lackawanna County was still looking at whether or not they’d open up for other categories through F.E.M.A. She continued that she felt it was worth applying for the money that was available and F.E.M.A. would need one member of Council to authorize the paperwork. Ms. Virginia Kehoe suggested that she be the agent since she’s available most at the Borough. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-18. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. 
BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:



President Carey

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the Borough Sewer Office Report. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:





Solicitor Rogan

CORRESPONDENCE:

· Clarks Green Police Bid Request
The Clark’s Green Council had met on October 10, 2011 to discuss police coverage in the Borough. The existing contract with South Abington was set to expire on December 31, 2011. Clark’s Green was seeking proposals from neighboring police forces to contract the same terms and conditions of the presently existing contract. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Council had until Monday, December 5, 2011 to submit a narrative; and until Monday, December 12, 2011 to submit a bid. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he’d like to see the proposal before Council made a decision on submission. 
·  Jim Ryder
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Ryder owns the building at 101 W. Grove St. Originally, he had three separate offices in the building. A week prior to the meeting, he had been in contact with Ms. Virginia Kehoe and indicated that his building would only be rented out as two offices. The day before the meeting, he contacted her again and stated that his business was going to be the only business in that building from that point on. He was requesting that his sewer be reallocated from three to one E.D.U.s. He had also promised to pay for any additional E.D.U.s in the prospect that he ended up renting out more offices out of his building again. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that according to square footage standards, the building would only be charged for one E.D.U. Based on his usage, she felt it was a reasonable request. Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to approve reallocating Mr. Jim Ryder’s E.D.U.s from three down to one. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 4-1. Mr. Herman Johnson was for nay. 
· Sewer Billing

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Pennsylvania American Water had officially notified the Borough that there were getting out of the billing service. They gave the Borough a 180 day notice. Council decided to look at both billing in house and out. 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:





President Carey

· Prior-

10/5
 Potential litigation & Personnel

· During-


· Subsequent-
Immediately following

ADJOURN:







President Carey

With no further business to discuss, Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary

