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The regular December Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, December 7, 2011 at 7:02 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mr. Patrick Williams, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mr. Roy Davis, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Jim Burke, Mr. Herman Johnson, and Solicitor Patrick Rogan. Mrs. Barbara Evans was absent. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly

PUBLIC HEARING -
ORDINANCE 2011-6 – 2012 TAN

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Ordinance 2011-6 was for the Borough’s yearly tax anticipation note. This Ordinance tides the Borough over until income is reimbursed in April. 




ORDINANCE 2011-7 - 2012 Tax Millage

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Ordinance 2011-7 was for setting the tax millage for 2012. 




ORDINANCE 2011-8 – 2012 Sewer Rates

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Ordinance 2011-8 was for setting the sewer rates for 2012.




ORDINANCE 2011-9 – 2012 Debt Service

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Ordinance 2011-9 was for setting the debt service collection for 2012.
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that these four Ordinances were advertised to be discussed during public hearing before a vote was taken. 
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 



President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:



President Carey



November 2, 2011 Regular Council Meeting


Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT & INPUT:



President Carey

Mr. Jamie Kresge came before Council to ask Council if the Borough used the Don Wilkinson Agency. Mr. Roy Davis responded that the Borough had been using the Don Wilkinson Agency for tax collection for 2011. Berkheimer Tax Collector was scheduled to administer and collect taxes for 2012. Mr. Jamie Kresge stated that it took him four months to have a check cashed by the Don Wilkinson Agency and that he wanted the Borough to be aware of that. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Jamie Kresge was not alone in experiencing this and that was why the Borough was switching collectors. Mr. Jamie Kresge suggested the Borough have an audit done on the Don Wilkinson Agency because he felt there was still much money owed to the Borough. Mr. Herman Johnson suggested that this issue be taken to the COG. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she agreed that we needed to be proactive about the situation. 
Mr. Donald Moyer came before Council to state that he’s against leaf pick up services continuing in 2012. He felt forgoing the service would help eliminate deficits in the Borough. Mr. David Jenkins came before Council to state that he was in favor of Mr. Donald Moyer’s statement. He also stated that he didn’t want to cut out the police chief’s position because he felt it would bring a bad image to the community. 
4. BIDS & QUOTATIONS:




President Carey

· Vote Ordinance 2011-6 – TAN – vote to accept bid from PNC Bank for $300,000.00 TAN at 1.99%

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Council had opened the two bids for the TAN at the last work session and after some research, she had found that the PNC Bank bid was the best bid. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to accept the bid from PNC Bank. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
5. BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT


President Carey

Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Vote – 2012 Budgets (General, Sewer, Capital Reserves, and Debt Service)
Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion, with the stipulation that the budgets are reopened with the new council, to approve the 2012 Budgets. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0. 
· Vote – Ordinance 2011-7 – 2012 Tax Millage
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Sam Augustine, J.P. Mascaro, had agreed that day to lock in the current rate for the next two years. That being said, the budget was dropped to 29.5 mills. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Ordinance 2011-7. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0. Mr. Patrick Williams expressed his gratitude to Mr. Sam Augustine. 
· Vote - Ordinance 2011-8 – 2012 Sewer Rates
Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve Ordinance 2011-8. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
· Vote – Ordinance 2011-9 – 2012 Debt Service
Ms. Virginia Kehoe requested that Council vote on Ordinance 2011-9, with the intention to refinance in January 2012. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Ordinance 2011-9. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
7. POLICE REPORT:





Mayor Kelly

Chief Louis Vitale presented the December 2011 Police Report. 
8. VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:

President Carey

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to ratify the vendor payments. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
9. OLD BUSINESS:





President Carey



Clarks Green Bid Request
Ms. Gerrie Carey stated that there was a request for a short executive session before the next vote. After executive session, Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to authorize Chief Louis Vitale to move forward with the Clarks Green Bid Request. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 4-2. Mr. Roy Davis and Mr. Jim Burke were for nay. 


2011 CDBG Monies

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Council needed to come up with a plan for use of the next CDBG monies. She suggested the Borough use the next CDBG monies on a handicap assessable ramp for the proposed café in the Borough building. She continued that in retrospect of last year’s use of the CDBG monies, although an improvement, it was impossible to make every section of the Borough’s streets ADA compliant.


Correspondence from Elizabeth Klein
Elizabeth Klein had a tree fall in an undedicated alley. Ms. Virginia Kehoe had checked with the Shade Tree Commission to see if there were any funds left for the tree’s removal. Donna Zagrapan had responded that there were not enough funds left in the 2011 Shade Tree budget. Council decided to look into the matter when the 2012 budget became available.


Stormwater Runoff from Abington Road

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that after working with the State and Clarks Green, they were scheduled to reconvene with the State, who’d have a presentation on easements.
10. NEW BUSINESS:





President Carey

a) FMLA policy
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that at the last work session, Council had discussed how this year the FMLA Act was changed to implement a policy that municipalities must be included in the Act. Ms. Virginia Kehoe had put together a policy for a vote. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the FMLA policy. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
b) Resolution 2011-18 Pave Cuts
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Council had discussed Resolution 2011-18 during their work session and was requesting a vote from Council. Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-18. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
c) Adopt-A-Park
Ms. Virginia Kehoe suggested that as a means to cut service costs in the Borough, we could offer an Adopt-A-Park program. The program would allow volunteers to take over the cleanup of Borough parks and free the D.P.W. to attend other projects. Council agreed that it was a good idea. 
d) December Work Session – scheduled for December 27, 2011 Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to cancel the December Work Session. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
11. BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:


President Carey

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the Borough Sewer Office report. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
12. SOLICITOR’S REPORT:




Solicitor Rogan

13. CORRESPONDENCE:







· PSAB Legislative Alert
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the PSAB was urging all Borough officials to contact their state senators and representatives; and tell them to support a robust local impact fee on the gas industry, which will keep most of the money in local communities. At the same time, the PSAB was urging Borough officials to ask them to oppose any preemption of local zoning ordinances. 
· William Davis
Mr. William Davis had written the Borough about a proposed entrance wall to the Woodridge Circle development. He had received a proposal on the wall from Chad Kresge, provided that Council approved of the wall to be built.
· Lackawanna Historical Society
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Lackawanna Historical Society had reached out to the Borough for donations to help carry out projects in the upcoming year. Council stated that there they wish they could help, but there were no funds to do so. 
· PBCA Outstanding Councilmember
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Pennsylvania Borough Councils Association was accepting nominations for Outstanding Councilmember of the Year Award. She continued that any interested parties must be a member of the Pennsylvania Boroughs Councils Association, be recommended by another member of council, and may not be a member of the PBCA Executive Board. 
14. EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:




President Carey 

·  Prior-

11/2
Potential Litigation & Personnel

· During-
12/7
Personnel
· Subsequent-

15. ADJOURN:






President Carey


With no further business to discuss, Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to recess the meeting and reconvene on Wednesday, December 15 at 5:30 P.M. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 6-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary

