BOROUGH OF CLARK’S SUMMIT

MARCH PLANNING COMMISSION

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2011

Page 2 of 3

The March Work Session Meeting of the Planning Commission was conducted on Wednesday, March 16, 2011 at approximately 7:01 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Chairman John Durdan called the meeting to order. 

Recording secretary Virginia Kehoe took role. Members in attendance were Chairman John Durdan, Mr. Chris O’ Boyle, Mr. Mike Cowley, CEO Lori Harris, Mr. John Recicar, Mr. Carson Helfrich, and Ms. Virginia Kehoe. Mr. Len Wesolowski arrived at 7:02 p.m. Mr. Edward Yasinskas was absent. 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

November 17, 2010
January 19, 2011

Mr. John Durdan made a motion to approve the November 17, 2010 minutes. Mr. John Recicar seconded the motion and it carried 4-0. Mr. John Durdan made a motion to approve the January 19, 2011 Reorganization minutes. Mr. John Recicar seconded the motion and it carried 4-0. Mr. John Durdan made a motion to approve the regular January 19, 2011 minutes with correction. Mr. John Recicar seconded the motion and it carried 4-0.
COMMUNICATIONS:

Site Tech
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Michael Becher had previously come to the Planning Commission about changing the access to lot 3 from Hosfeld to Midway Avenue. Mr. Mike Cowley made some suggestions on changing the wording in the deed to correct verbiage. He stated that in any event, a revised map indicating the change must be approved by the Borough and filed with the Recorder of Deeds. 
PUBLIC INPUT/COMMENT:

SITE PLANS AND RE-SUBDIVISIONS;

OLD BUSINESS:

Bartoletti Land Development

Subdivision Ordinance

Per CEO, Lori Harris, Mr. Paul Bartoletti went before the Clark’s Summit Zoning Hearing Board on February 8, 2011. The request for relief through variance of Section 403 Maximum Lot Coverage in an HC1 zoning district is 50% and Section 503.2.B Fences and walls in front portion of a property not to exceed a height of four feet was granted with the condition that the water retention system be installed. The applicant was proposing 64.6% lot coverage and a wall approximately six feet in height to hold back the slop in the front portion of the property. 

A review of Mr. Bartoletti’s plans was done per Mary Liz Donato and his letter was received by the Lackawanna County Conservation District. Mr. George W. Parker appeared before the Zoning Hearing Board as Mr. Bartoletti’s representative to resolve any issues with the plans. The parking spaces on the plans were a safety concern and Mr. Parker stated that those that were a concern could be removed. Mr. Bartoletti was required to provide documentation regarding the sewer line exiting the site towards S.R. 0006. According to Borough records, there was no sewer line present in that section of S.R. 0006. Following a field investigation, an existing sanitary sewer main was discovered in front of the proposed site. That alleviated the concern about existing lateral exiting the structure. However, it appeared on the plans that only a sanitary or storm sewer line was shown in this area. Since it was apparent that both sanitary and storm exist in S.R. 0006, Mr. Bartoletti agreed to revise his plans with an added line drawn parallel. It was suggested that details show that the proposed retaining walls were subject to third party review during the building permit process since they would be encroaching on the adjacent property. Mr. George Parker agreed to this. The Planning Commission also requested that the height of the proposed fence be listed and it was stated that the fence was proposed at 4 feet, per Mr. George Parker. Mr. Bartoletti also agreed to show all existing and proposed water lines in the project areas in his revisions.
NEW BUSINESS:

Draft 537 Plan review and comments
Mr. Mike Donahue came before the Planning Commission to discuss the Draft Act 537 Plan. He stated that the Sewer Authority had brought the original plan into existence in the 1960s to handle the sanitary sewage of South Abington Township and Clark’s Summit Borough. According to the plan, the two municipalities would retain ownership of the collection system of all the pipes that lead into the main interceptor line. The Sewer Authority retained ownership of the main interceptor line. In the 1980s, the Abingtons grew to a point where they outgrew the plant. As a result of the aging, the pipes could handle the sewage, but not the rainwater. A new plant was built in 1984 and Clarks Green joined the plant as a user. Expansion at the plant continued, but the pipes underground continued to age. Over the past decade, the sewer authority encountered more problems with inflow & infiltration. The DEP Mandate became another problem; and the final problem was with permits. Clark’s Summit had a permit that stated the plant was built and designed to handle 5 million gallons. During periods of high inflow and infiltration, the intake is above 5 million gallons. A two-tiered permit was established to solve this problem. DEP came forward and determined that the type of permit in possession would reflect what kind of performance the plant would mandate in their requirements. DEP went with the lowest number in permits. The plant needed to be updated to handle these problems. In February of 2008, three by-passes occurred that mandated an end to development. The Sewer Authority decided that regionalization of the plant would be the best solution to this issue. The 537 Plan would call for Clark’s Summit to resolve the hydraulic overload conditions at the plant, which would require an evaluation of the inner related components. The prior repairs on the plant were over 20 years old. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that ultimately, Clark’s Summit owns the Sewer Authority and this plan lays out the maintenance plan for the next 15 years. 
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business before the Planning Commission Mr. Len Wesolowski motioned to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Mr. John Recicar and carried 4-0. The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:59 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary
