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The April Work Session Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Tuesday, April 26, 2011 at 7:03 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mr. Patrick Williams, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mr. Herman Johnson, Solicitor Patrick Rogan, and Ms. Virginia Kehoe. Mr. Roy Davis arrived at 7:12 P.M. Mrs. Kathy Drake, Ms. Shalimar Darling, Jr. Councilwoman, Mayor Harry Kelly, Mr. Jon Johnson, Jr. Councilman, and Mr. Jim Burke was absent.
CALL TO ORDER:





President Carey

1.
WORKSESSION:





President Carey

2.
PUBLIC COMMENT




President Carey

· New Knox Box Ordinance

Mr. Patrick Williams stated that he was looking to draft a new Knox box Ordinance that would make installing the Knox box optional. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he found when meeting with business owners and their committees that the biggest upset about the original Knox box Ordinance was that it would make owning a Knox box mandatory. He continued that an Ordinance where the Knox box was optional would tell residents where it needs to be registered, where it is to be placed, how tall it should be, etc. Solicitor Patrick Rogan agreed to work on drafting this type of Knox box Ordinance. 
· Resolution 2011-08 supporting state ban of synthetic drugs
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that there was no document to present because there was no action banning the use and sell of synthetic drugs taken by the State yet. Mr. Herman Johnson suggested we go ahead with drafting an Ordinance for this issue to show the state support in taking this type of action. He continued that we could amend the Ordinance after the State takes action. Mr. Roy Davis stated that he felt it wasn’t necessary to draft an Ordinance since the Borough has no businesses that sell synthetic drugs. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she would draft an Ordinance and then see where Council wanted to go from there.
· Tony O’Dell replacement on Sewer Authority

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Tony O’Dell would need to be replaced on the Sewer Authority through the end of the year. She continued that Mr. Caesar Lopez would be out of the country for twelve months with the National Guard and would need to be replaced for August as well. Ms. Gerrie Carey suggested Mr. Paul Murphy. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he should be interviewed to make sure there isn’t a conflict of interest. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that we needed two seats to be filled as representatives for the Sewer Authority. Mr. Roy Davis stated that the Borough should conduct interviews for the permanent position that would be available and felt the Borough should vote on a worthwhile volunteer for the temporary position. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he’d like Solicitor Patrick Rogan to look into whether electing Mr. Paul Murphy would be a conflict of interest or not. Solicitor Patrick Rogan agreed to look into the matter. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that agreed with Mr. Roy Davis and felt the Borough should advertise the position. 
· Senior Center re: Pine Trees
Mr. Warren Watkins came before Council to discuss why the Senior Center was requesting that the pine trees along the driveway side of the Center be taken down. Mr. Warren Watkins stated that through the years, the trees have become overgrown and obstruct the view of the Senior Center. The Senior Center had contacted several churches about donating the trees, but no one wanted them because of how large they were. The Senior Center had been requesting that these trees be taken down for quite some time. Mrs. Barbara Evans asked if there were any other trees that were becoming an item of concern on the property. She continued that the AAJRB was looking for plants for the dog park and we should be proactive if we could. Mr. Warren Watkins responded that he wasn’t aware of any other trees that may be of concern. Mr. Herman Johnson asked if they had gotten as estimate for the removal of the trees. Mr. Warren Watkins responded that they hadn’t. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he didn’t feel that the DPW had the expertise to take them down. He wanted to see a professional do the work. He continued that he’d like to see them removed soon due to the weather the Borough had been receiving. Mr. Patrick Williams stated that he felt opening the view of the road in that section would be great for the Senior Center. Mr. Herman Johnson agreed, stating that it would help police see who was parked back there overnight. Council decided to meet with the Shade Tree Committee and get back to the Senior Center about removing the pine trees. Mr. Patrick Williams thanked Mary O’ Donnell for submitting her letter and alerting Council about the issue. Council also thanked Mr. Warren Watkins for coming in to discuss it with them.
· 2011 SSES bids
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that part of the Borough’s commitment with the Sewer Authority was to continue cameraing and smoke testing. The Borough advertised to accept bids for the tasks. The one requirement for bidders was to be NASCO certified. The low bidder was not presently NASCO certified and was working on attaining that certification. Council agreed that if the low bidder did not have the necessary certification by the following week, they would bid the work out to the next lowest bidder. 
· Bartoletti Planning Commission Recommendation
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Planning Commission had reviewed all modification aspects of Mr. Bartoletti’s request for land development of his property on S. State St. The Planning Commission had sent in a letter of recommendation to Council for approval of his modifications. She continued that she would provide the drawings for Council to review before their vote on the plans. 
· Stormwater 1000 Carnation Drive

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Kathy Nooney of 1000 Carnation Drive had been experiencing storm water coming into her yard. Last fall, it was decided that a pipe would be installed underneath her property to open it up. Mrs. Nooney did not want that. The original storm water plans for Floral Park showed that originally, the intention was for the water to come down Carnation, turn into the cul-de-sac, and go down towards the railroad, between the two houses at the end of the cul-de-sac. Instead, at some point, the water was redirected between Mrs. Nooney’s property and the one next door. Mrs. Nooney wanted the storm water removed. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he recalled her agreeing last year that as long the area where the storm water was flowing was dug out; she was fine with the situation. At the present time, she was now stating that she wanted no storm water whatsoever on her property. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he‘d look up a possible EMA report from Mrs. Nooney’s prior agreement with the Borough. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she would meet with Solicitor Patrick Rogan to determine what legal risks were involved in the matter. 
3.
REVIEW OF MAY 4, 2011 AGENDA


Council was in agreement about the agenda for the following week.

4.
ADJOURN:






President Carey

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Mullisky 

Assistant Borough Secretary

