
BOROUGH COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING
OCTOBER 29, 2013
7:00 PM

The October Borough Council Special Meeting for the Borough of Clarks Summit was conducted on Tuesday, October 29, 2013, at 7:02pm.  The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council Members in attendance were Gerrie Carey, David Jenkins, Dominic Scott, Virginia Kehoe, and Patricia Lawler, and Pat Williams.  Absent from the meeting was Herman Johnson, Roy Davis, Mayor Kelly, Jr. Council Greg Johnson, and Jr. Council Matt Remus.

1. WORKSESSION:




President Carey

2. PUBLIC COMMENT



President Carey

· Zoning Hearing Board – John Kazista

John Kazista spoke to Council informing them with updates on the Zoning Hearing Board.  In 2012, 7 judgments were made.  There have been so far 2 this year, 2013.  One was approved and one was denied.  The requests are dropping steadily.  Last May, he discussed how applicants make their case, stating that unless they have Council most applicants are not very well prepared.  They don’t need representation but it is helpful because the Zoning Hearing Board needs to understand the case as it is presented to them.  On a positive note when neighbors become involved, and if they are in opposition to the variance request and sometimes they may even like the idea that a change is going to happen, they almost always present themselves in an orderly manner.  It is nice to see because sometimes very negative things are happening to them and they can be negatively affected.  The last meeting, there were a significant number of neighbors and they presented themselves in a pleasant, orderly manner.   

· Open bids for sewer cameraing – lining

Virginia Kehoe stated that she is opening bids for the cameraing and repair project in preparation for next year’s paving project.  Virginia Kehoe read off the bids as follows:  USG Group 317,000.00, National Water Main 169,621.00, Pipe Services Corporation 238,348.00, Northeastern Pipe Cleaning 212,438.00, and Tri State Routing 257,688.00.  Will have Borough Engineer Bob Naegele review the bids and make sure they meet our bid specs and make sure they are all qualified. Mr. Naegele stated the low bidder is from Newark and they have bid previously with our projects.      

· Depot Street Engineering

Virginia Kehoe stated that Roy Davis called Bob Naegele to discuss the Depot Street engineering.  Ms. Kehoe discussed the option to pay the Engineering cost rather than waiting for the county to bid it out, which may take 6 months.  Bob Naegele addressed Council.  The reason the county is promoting this is because they will not have to put it out to bid and that would save time.  Getting it through the county you have to include designs, copies etc. and also assume time for meetings, inspection and your lump sum bid all inclusive from start of design till close of project.  They estimate the cost including the lighting at $13,000.   Colwell & Naegele will come up with a fair hourly rate and see how things go.  If they have a good contractor things will go smoothly.  Mr. Naegele stated that sorts of projects has a lot of intricacies in the layout on Depot Street, a little more difficult than a straight forward project.  As they bill monthly, it can be stretched out over the summertime or fall of 2014.  Patty Lawler stated that she doesn’t understand why the county has not moved on it.  Mr. Naegele stated that the environmental impact survey had to be done by the county office and couldn’t start bidding until that is complete.  Took over nine months, should have been about one month.  They are so overwhelmed with projects going on.  For us to move the project along it would be better to hire our own engineer.  That is why Bob is there; his bid is going to be lower than if they bid it out.  The project will go faster if we go with our Borough Engineer. 
· 2013-07 Bartoletti Curative Amendment

Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Bartoletti is asking to have his operation rezoned so he can have a daycare for his employees.  Council has had a copy of the Ordinance and Amendment and it has been advertised.  Council can vote next week at the beginning of the meeting.   Mr. Bartoletti was available for questions.  Pat Williams asked Mr. Bartoletti if he has room there for a daycare.  Mr. Bartoletti replied that they do have room and it is all dictated by the state, how many kids you can have based on the square footage and the age of the children.  He has ½ dozen employees that have asked Mr. Bartoletti for the space for a daycare.  This will be for Caregivers employees and also open to the public.  They are looking at this as a business opportunity.  His area is HC1 and he needs it to be HC. 
· 2013-06 Zoning Amendments

Virginia Kehoe stated that Planning Commission did send up some recommendations for amendments to our Zoning Ordinances.  John Durdan, Chair of the Planning Commission, recognized that there is a flaw in the noise ordinance formula.  The table has been corrected to make the Ordinance enforceable. Code Enforcement Officer Lori Harris is trained with the equipment to measure the noise decibel levels.  David Jenkins also suggested that the police also are trained.  The second phase is the unattached accessory structure, the request from Taylor Sheds to consider a shed as a portable structure and therefore not needing the setback.  The Planning Commission did not agree.  They do feel that the minimum size should be changed from 100 to 120 square feet to meet more of national standards.  They think it should still have the same setback requirements and there is a limit of one shed.  Fences and walls were also discussed by the Planning Commission.  It was reasonable that if a neighbor wants a 6 foot fence the abutting neighbor must agree to that.  This has been sent to the county for their approval.    

· Clarks Green Correspondence re: AAJRB

Virginia Kehoe stated that she forwarded info to Council. The by-laws for the AAJRB require that they have a balance sheet prepared for their budget each year.  But it does not require a certified audit.  The books are checked but not with the detail that a certified audit would be.  So they are meeting their by-laws with what they are doing right now. Officials at Clarks Green is concerned and sent a letter out and Virginia will put it on Correspondence for next week.  It is up to Council if they want to respond to this letter or not.  Pat Williams asked about all the grants that go to the AAJRB.  Ms. Kehoe stated that the grants are entirely separate.  All of the grants are audited that is a separate issue.  Patty Lawler is asking what the intention of this letter is.  Virginia does not know what their intent was as they only “cc’d” the Clarks Summit Borough.  Dominic Scott suggested that we just let them know we received the email.  David Jenkins discussed not even ending a reply.   
· Questions from Planning Commission

The Planning Commission has questions for Council concerning the following subjects.  Food Trucks, they will design and draft an ordinance but they need to know what Council is looking for.  They are looking at banning it from State Street between Grove and Winola.  Mike Cowley stated that we do have the ability to regulate a license and there is a cost involved.  Do they need a permit, how often..etc.  They will continue working on it but need direction from Council.  We have one food truck and have a request for a second one. 
David Jenkins stated that a food truck is free enterprise.  Virginia Kehoe stated that they are insured.  Mr. Jenkins doesn’t think that they should be regulated.  He feels that it is a benefit for the tax payers.  This is something you want to have come into the community.  Patty Lawler stated that many people in the community have asked for more food trucks in the area during some of our events, like Earth Day as an example.  David Jenkins discussed paying for a parking spot for the food truck, for a special event not on a day to day basis.  They need to feed the meters and have a permit.  A zoning permit is a one-time.  Mr. Jenkins suggested making it one a year fee, this would produce more revenue.  The permits may be 20-30 years old and maybe we should have legislation to revise the permits.   Pat Williams asked if there were food trucks aside from the ones in Scranton and Clarks Summit.  David Jenkins stated that they are all over, many different places.  The Neighborhood Preservation Ordinance was discussed next.  The Planning Commission needs more direction on this.  Gerrie Carey spoke to Pat Rogan and he thought that there were so many things that would have to be changed and he didn’t feel like it wasn’t worth getting into.  Pat Williams asked what exactly this was referring to.  We would hold the property owner responsible if the property was deemed a nuisance property.  Solicitor Dan Mulhern stated that this was based on repetition of police calls to a property.  Chief Laguzzi was looking into this because of a tenant who is living at Floral Park who has many issues.  If the property owner was more responsible this may be beneficial.  There are conflicting laws also on this with tenant landlord situation.  David Jenkins suggested having Solicitors Pat Rogan and Dan Mulhern go over that and maybe highlight the areas that they feel are in question.  Tell us what things are in there that we want to adapt.  There is not an urgent need but we would like this to be done properly.  One benefit is that there are neighbors in the area where the police are out there once a week and it is getting to a point where the calls are petty and there has to be some way of assisting with these homeowners.  Not just tenant landlord.  Concerning the loitering ordinance, where what times does Council think this should be enforced?  Is it overnight, more than three hours, only downtown?  David Jenkins stated that you can’t segregate it; it would have to be Borough wide.  If you have just one area in question, umbrella covers everyone.    We don’t have a loitering ordinance.  David Jenkins stated that we had a curfew law but would this pertain to a loitering issue.  Should we just tweak that? Patty Lawler suggested putting a sign no loitering at the businesses.  Do we want to pursue adopting an ordinance?  At this point don’t worry about this ordinance at this time.  How does Council want to handle the news bins?  David Jenkins suggested a $50 fee for everyone.  Registration is important, and we can charge a fee.  Pat Williams suggested keeping them all in one area.  Who would build something for them to put these bins into?  David Jenkins stated they would have to provide the bins and follow our guidelines.  Virginia Kehoe asked what the guidelines are.  Mr. Jenkins suggested that we would need to work on that.  They would have not more than 4 boxes together, $75 a box.  That would be $300 a year.  Last issue is with regard to trash cans in the neighborhood.  The Planning Commission wanted specific conditions set.  David Jenkins suggested 24 hours would be suitable.  Pat Williams stated that he thought there was an ordinance which was giving less than 24 hours.  David Jenkins asked about the EMA truck, he wanted it out of the Borough parking area as soon as possible.  Virginia Kehoe stated that she has to get together with Greg Moyer to finish the sale.  
3. REVIEW OF NOVEMBER 6, 2013 AGENDA

4. ADJOURN:





President Carey
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