BOROUGH COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 29, 2015
7:00 PM
The September 29, 2015 Borough Council Special Meeting was conducted on Tuesday,
September 29, 2015 beginning at 7:02 P.M. The Meeting was held in Borough Council
Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of
Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Council members in attendance were Mrs.
Gerrie Carey, Mr. Vincent Cruciani, Mr. Jim Klein, Mr. David Jenkins, Mr. Herman Johnson,
Mr. Dominic Scott, Mr. Patrick Williams, Mayor Patty Lawler (8:15pm,), Junior Councilmember
Christian Orlando (7:08pm), and Borough Manager Virginia Kehoe. Absent from the meeting
was Solicitor Pat Rogan.

1.

WORKSESSION:

President Carey

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT

President Carey



Ordinance re: construction equipment hours noise: Vince Cruciani expressed concerns for the lack
of regulation regarding the dates and times that construction vehicles can be operated. There is
concerns for the residents reasonable ability to enjoy their property when heavy equipment is running
on evenings and weekends. A conversation ensued in which it was debated whether the equipment
would be allowed at all on evening, weekends or holidays and how the restrictions would be carried
out. Should the equipment be allowed on weekends? It was generally agreed that Saturday daytime
hours would be allowed but there was mixed feelings about Sunday hours. Vince Cruciani considered
noon to five on Sunday but Patrick Williams felt there should be no hours on Sunday. He also
indicated even on week days the beginning hours should be pushed to 8am from 7am. When it was
mentioned that the Borough DPW starts at 7am, he felt it was our crew so it was okay. The discussion
then moved to how it should be regulated. Should Lori Harris as code enforcement officer be
responsible for enforcement? How can backup beepers be restricted? How do we define “heavy
equipment? A discussion ensured regarding using horsepower size to determine if the equipment was
affected by this new possible regulation. The final decision was to forward this to the planning
commission for their input and response.



Charlotte Bellas – sewer arrangement: Virginia Kehoe reminded council about Ms. Bellas. She
came before council in the spring to make a payment arrangement. At that time council was very
definite that in order to meet the terms of the arrangement the payment must be received by or before
the 20th of the month. Following that, Ms. Bellas made her May, June and July payments but did not
make a payment in August or by September 20th. When her property was posted for shut off, she came
in and made the account current but was only promised that the shut off would be delayed until after
Council met to decide whether to continue with the shut off or not. Dominic Scott indicated that he
has a concern on any shut off where the landlord left the responsibility of payment to the tenant. He
would like to see the landlords be responsible for paying the sewer. Mr. Williams felt that she
defaulted on the terms of the payment agreement and the water should be shut off. After much debate,
council instructed Virginia to have Jenn notify Ms. Bellas that we would not proceed with the shutoff
but that her account and payments will be watched very closely. Meanwhile council would also like to
pursue switching the billing of all accounts to the property owner. Solicitor Rogan should look into the
sewer ordinance to determine if there are any amendments that would need to be made. Virginia will
gather information about how many accounts will be affected.
Christmas Lights: Virginia reminded Council that we would need to begin prepping the Christmas
lights in downtown. It was determined that a committee consisting of Gerrie Carey, Herman Johnson
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and Patty Lawler would be responsible for handling the downtown lighting. Virginia was instructed to
ask Dan Kontz to assess the situation and then arrange a meeting with him and the lighting committee
to review. It was suggested that someone from the ABPA may be asked to join the committee. There
was a discussion regarding who benefits the most from the Christmas lights and what, if anything,
should be expected from the ABPA for the benefit of this lighting. Virginia was instructed to send a
letter to the ABPA requesting a contribution from them towards this years lighting.
Councilman Herman Johnson interrupted the meeting at this point to discuss paving. He wanted to
ensure that we were involving the public in the decision about the final roads to be paving in 2016.
Virginia Kehoe assured him that we already had the information on our website with a request for
involvement on our electronic bulletin board. It was suggested that this might be a good note for the
paper.
Street Sweeper: Virginia Kehoe pointed out that while we had intended to have our roads swept this
year, we were unable to do so. She reminded everyone that we could not find a rental and while
Carbondale had agreed to do our roads, in June we were finally notified that due to shop time needed
for their equipment, it was not available for our use. It was asked what ever came of our letter to
Clarks Green asking that we be allowed to borrow their sweeper. Virginia told the group that while
she never received a formal response, Councilman Keith Williams indicated that Clarks Green had
decided not to loan their equipment out. Option will continue to be pursued.
Drone Ordinance: Vince Cruciani presented a draft ordinance that he prepared that would regulate
the use of drones in the Borough. In his draft ordinance, before any use of a drone that had a cameral
or recording capability, a permit must be applied for. The permit would need to include a flight plan.
If the drone were to cross into any private property the property owner must authorize it in advance.
The application for the permit would go to Lori Harris who would determine what private properties
would have their privacy affected by the flight plan and the ordinance would then require the operator
to notify the property owner of each affected property by certified letter at least 10 days in advance of
the applied for date. Council discussed the limited hours that these drones would be allowed and the
right allowed a property owner who had a drone trespass onto their property without their permission
to knock the drone down without running the risk of a law suit by the drone owner. Patrick Williams
expressed his opinion that we should ban the drones completely and Jim Klein indicated that he felt the
ordinance was overly restrictive. He has a young man next door to him that received one for
Christmas. The young don’t schedule in advance when they want to play with their toys. It was
agreed to have Solicitor Pat Rogan review the draft and determine it’s legality.

3.

REVIEW OF OCTOBER 7, 2015 AGENDA

4.

ADJOURN: Council adjourned this special meeting at 8:41 pm.
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