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The July Work Session Meeting of the Planning Commission was conducted on Wednesday, July 21, 2010 at approximately 7:02 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Chairman John Durdan called the meeting to order. 

Recording secretary Virginia Kehoe took role. Members in attendance were Mr. Ed Yasinskas, Mr. John Recicar, Mr. Carson Helfrich, Mr. Chris O’Boyle, Attorney Michael Cowley, Mr. John Durdan, Mrs. Lori Harris, and Recording Secretary Virginia Kehoe. Mr. Len Wesolowski was absent. 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Mr. Ed Yasinskas made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. John Recicar seconded the motion and it carried 4-0.
COMMUNICATIONS: 
PUBLIC INPUT/COMMENT: No public input/comment was made at this meeting. 
SITE PLANS AND RE-SUBDIVISIONS:

OLD BUSINESS:

TowerCo Land Development - Rob Kronin appeared before the Planning Commission to receive a review of the design of the layout of the project from the land development perspective. All zoning issues had already been determined by the police of Lackawanna County and were on appeal in Common Court. It was asked if this meant we were starting from scratch. Mr. Rob Kronin replied that it was from scratch with regards to land development. Ms. Virginia Kehoe explained that they had conditional use granted to them, but now they needed land development reviewed. Mr. Rob Kronin was asked what was approved by the court, and he explained that it was a monopole. With respect to minimum lot size, everything had already been approved with Board of Lackawanna County. He stated that plans of possible structural failure scenarios were already approved. Council was concerned that they had plans for one pole, one location and then they were reviewing a different pole, in a different location. Mr. Rob Kronin said that they’d put something together with regards to storm water management with the Borough zoning officer. He was also willing to work with the Borough on implanting additional landscaping within reasoning of the approved design. The only noise that would be generated would be from the air conditioning units, no different than the amount of noise that would be emitted from an air conditioning unit outside someone’s home. TowerCo would also be compliant with the Nation Environmental Policy Act. The railroad was located within the 100 year Flood Plan Act. Ms. Virginia Kehoe felt that elevation plans would need to be provided on that matter and Mr. Rob Kronin agreed to submit those. An 8 foot high fence would be provided, as well as required parking. It was asked if they could limit the amount time the flag would be out. Mr. Rob Kronin offered that they could keep it out from April through November. The security lighting would not affect the neighbors. It was asked if the lease area should be larger to prevent any problems should there be a failure one way or the other. Also, not all neighboring properties were identified in the drawings. Council was looking for something in writing that specifies why they wouldn’t use other sites researched. The applicant argued that since the zoning board had already approved the current location, there was no need to submit why other locations didn’t work for TowerCo. Council wanted the exact setback measurements and a proven distance to the railroad. It was then brought up that Case Wright vs. the Township of Upper St. Claire states that setting up a lease area requires a subdivision. Building the tower requires a variance in development. In the September 2005 hearing, Nextel’s experts acted as if they weren’t familiar with any power failures in their remark. Then later, it was discovered that hundreds of these structures do indeed fail and fall. Ms. Virginia Kehoe suggested that Council reject this plan and have a formal submittal for a new submission to be reviewed. Mr. John Durdan made the motion to reject this plan. Mr. Ed Yasinskas seconded the motion and it carried 4-0. 
Subdivision Ordinance - General Discussion
Ms. Virginia Kehoe asked if we were supposed to get comment from Mr. Bob Naegele or were they already incorporated. It was suggested that a special meeting be held to discuss the Subdivision Ordinance. An overview of how it was structured was given and an example was presented to the Borough.  Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Judge Minora only addressed section 809. She felt it wasn’t a blanket approval. She felt Minora was saying the use was approved. The plans that were submitted before Judge Minora were requested because Council only had record of the plans put before them. Council decided to review everything and set a meeting for September.  
NEW BUSINESS:

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Planning Commission Mr. Chris O’ Boyle motioned to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ed Yasinskas and carried 4-0. The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:15 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary
