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The Board of Zoning Appeals held a duly advertised meeting on Tuesday, July 12, 2011, at 7:00 PM. The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

Chairman John Kazista called the meeting to order and recording secretary, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, called the roll.

Present:  Chairman John Kazista, Mr. Joe Bontrager, Alternate Geoff Brock, Stenographer Lisa Graff, Recording Secretary Virginia Kehoe, Mr. John Jeffrey, Alternate Bob Kranick, Solicitor Robert Sheils, and Code Enforcement Officer Lori Harris. 

1. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

February 9, 2011

Mr. Joe Bontrager made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. John Jeffrey seconded the motion and it carried 3-0.

       3.
NEW BUSINESS:

· 2011-04: Request for Relief through Variance – Srishubham LLC, 401 N. State St, Clark’s Summit, PA 18411
Tax Map #09015-020-033
Zoning District - CC
The hearing was advertised in the Scranton Times on Wednesday, June 29, 2011 and Tuesday, July 5, 2011.


404.3 Part 6 Maximum Lot Coverage – Part 6 – Maximum Lot Coverage is 50% in the CC Zoning District. The applicant was proposing 68.65% lot coverage to increase the parking area. There was an underground detention facility proposed.
504.3 Off Street Parking in a CC District - This section prohibits parking to the side of the building. The applicant wanted five (5) spaces, of which two would be for ADA compliance and one for loading and unloading. 

504.8.C Distance Between Non-Residential Driveways – The proposed driveway was approximately 35 feet from the adjacent driveway located to the west of the project site. This was an existing driveway. 
  There was a poll vote for approval of granting all three variances with Mr. John Kazista’s approval, Mr. Joe Bontrager’s approval, and Mr. John Jeffrey’s approval.

Mrs. Lori Harris, 315 Scott Rd., South Abington Township, was sworn in before the               Zoning Hearing Board.  She stated that the applicant came before the Zoning Hearing Board to request relief through variances for the above cited sections of the Ordinance. Ms. Harris also provided the following background of the subject Premises. Dr. Pancholy purchased the property with the intention of moving his professional office from South Abington Township to the Borough of Clark’s Summit. While no additional off street parking is required in the CC Zoning District for any new or expanded non-residential use that fronts State Street from E. Grove Street north to the Borough municipal boundary, Dr. Pancholy wanted to add parking for his patients. The five parking spaces proposed on the side of the building in question would be to the side of the addition to the existing building. According to Section 502.1.B – Attached Accessory Structures – An accessory structure attached to a principal building shall be considered to be a part of the principal building. Land Development plans were reviewed by the Clark’s Summit Planning Commission on June 15, 2011. The plans were since resubmitted and would be reviewed again at the July 20, 2011 meeting. Attorney James Reid representing the Applicant called Engineer James Gaidula, 2431 Ransom Rd., Ransom Township, PA. Mr. Gaidula was sworn in before the Zoning Hearing Board. He stated that he was a professional engineer licensed in Pennsylvania for Site Services Group. He was employed by the Pancholys to represent Srishubham. He presented a diagram of the property as it presently stood. Mr. James Gaidula stated that relief through variance Section 504.3 was justified due to the small area of the site, which restricts the amount of parking area available to the proposed development. He included site characteristics in his justification. He continued that a variance request for Section 504.5 was justified for the same reasons. He stated that variance request for Section 504.8.C was justified due to the narrow width of the lot (100-feet wide), which restricts the location where proper access to the site can be obtained. The proposed driveway would be located in the same location as the existing driveway providing access to the site. Mr. James Gaidula stated that they had sent in an application for the driveway that was still pending with the State. He continued that they expected approval, at which point, they’d request approval of the project with the Planning Commission. Thereaafter, Dr. Samir Pancholy, a cardiologist in Clark’s Summit for the last 15 years, was sworn in before the Zoning Hearing Board. Dr. Pancholy stated that the reason he requested these variances was so that his patients do not have to go to other facilities. He was currently located at a facility in South Abington, where the parking was not close enough to the door, and he had been receiving many complaints about the matter from his patients. After discussion with Mr. James Gaidula and Attorney Jim Reid, who represented Srishubham, the meeting recessed at 7:43 pm and reconvened at 7:50 pm. 
4.
PUBLIC COMMENT/INPUT:


There was no public comment/input at this meeting.

APPROVAL: The Zoning Hearing Board granted conditional approval to all variance requests in separate voting 3-0. The condition imposed by the Board was on land development approval by the Planning Commisions.  
ADJOURNMENT: Mr. John Kazista motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mr. John Jeffrey seconded the motion and it was carried 3-0. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 

Assistant Borough Secretary

