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The Board of Zoning Appeals held a duly advertised meeting on Tuesday, January 10, 2012, at 7:00 PM. The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

Chairman John Kazista called the meeting to order and recording secretary, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, called the roll.

Present:  Chairman John Kazista, Mr. Joe Bontrager, Alternate Geoff Brock, Stenographer Lisa Graff, Recording Secretary Virginia Kehoe, Mr. John Jeffrey, Alternate Bob Kranick, Solicitor Robert Sheils, and Code Enforcement Officer Lori Harris. 

REORGANIZATION:
Mr. Joe Bontrager made a motion to nominate Mr. John Kazista for Chairman of the Board. Mr. John Jeffrey seconded that motion and it carried 3-0. Mr. John Jeffrey then made a motion to nominate Mr. Joe Bontrager for Vice Chair. Chairman John Kazista seconded the motion and it carried 3-0. Mr. Joe Bontrager next made a motion to appoint Sheils Law Associates as Solicitor of the Board for 2012. Mr. John Jeffrey seconded the motion and it carried 3-0. Mr. Joe Bontrager then made a motion to appoint Ms. Virginia Kehoe as Recording Secretary. Mr. John Jeffrey seconded the motion and it carried 3-0. 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

November 8, 2011 
Mr. Joe Bontrager made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. John Jeffrey seconded the motion and it carried 3-0.

CORRESPONDENCE:

· Training – Zoning Decisions – 3/21/12 6:00pm to 9:30pm
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that there was a training seminar on March 21, 2012 for anyone interested in attending.
NEW BUSINESS:

· 2012-01: Request for Relief through Variance –

Anthony Colombo, 219 W. Grove Street

909 – Abandonment of Nonconformities – continue nonconforming

commercial use

Tax Parcel No.: 10007-070-00102

The hearing was advertised in The Scranton Times on Wednesday, December 28, 2011 and Monday, January 2, 2012. The property was posted on Wednesday, December 28, 2011. CEO Lori Harris was sworn in before the Zoning Hearing Board and stated that the applicant was requesting relief through variance of Zoning Ordinance Chapter 27 Zoning, Section 909 Abandonment of Nonconformities – If a non-conforming use of a structure or land is discontinued, razed, removed or abandoned for twelve (12) months or more, subsequent use of such structure or land shall conform to the regulations of the zoning district in which it is located. She continued that Dr. Heinrich had emailed permission for Anthony Colombo to apply for the variance on January 3, 2012. To her knowledge, the property had only been used commercially. Her records indicated that the last tenant was Marriage Counseling of NEPA. That information was obtained from the Borough Business Registration in 2009. Other previous tenants were Benchmark Professional Home Inspection and Magic Orthodontist. It appeared as though the commercial use had been abandoned in the residential zoning district for more than twelve months; therefore, a variance was being applied to continue the non-conforming use. The sale of that property was contingent on the approval of the continued non-conforming use. Mr. Anthony Colombo was sworn in before the Zoning Hearing Board and stated that the signage there was already in existence. Mr. Joe Bontrager asked what the structure’s use used to be and for how long was it being used for those purposes. Mr. Anthony Colombo responded that it was built in 1982 and was used as a medical office space. He continued that after the doctor there had retired, some of the floor space was used as rental space for other commercial tenants. Mr. Anthony Colombo stated that he had planned on using the structure in a similar manner. Mr. Anthony Colombo was then asked if he felt the structure could easily be renovated to become a single dwelling family home and he responded that he felt it would be too expensive to be done. In reference to lighting, Mr. Anthony Colombo stated that he’d make sure the outdoor lighting wouldn’t interfere with neighboring residential properties. Ms. Virginia Kehoe was sworn in and stated that in reference to the driveway on the property, it was determined as undedicated property in the Borough; but the D.P.W. did still plow and maintain that particular driveway. Mr. Jeff Blau, 217 W. Grove St., was sworn in and stated that in his 21 years at his address, the structure has always been as was described prior in the meeting. He was there to find out if the intended use of the property would remain that way. The meeting went into recess at 7:39 P.M. and reconvened at 7:43 P.M. Solicitor Robert Sheils stated that if this application was approved, the Board would condition it upon normal professional office usage; and they’d restrict the size of vehicles that could normally access the property to a pick-up truck, with the exception of plow trucks. Mr. John Jeffrey, Chairman John Kazista, and Mr. Joe Bontrager voted in favor of granting relief through variance-219 W. Grove St. 909-Abandoment of Nonconformities – continuing nonconforming commercial use with the conditions previously stated by Solicitor Robert Sheils. The vote carried 3-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT/INPUT:

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. John Jeffrey motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Joe Bontrager seconded the motion and it was carried 3-0. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 

Assistant Borough Secretary


