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The March Special Meeting for the Borough of Clark’s Summit was conducted on Tuesday, March 27, 2012 at 7:08 P.M. The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were 

Gerrie Carey, Herman Johnson, Patrick Williams, Roy Davis, Patricia Lawler, Mayor Kelly, David Jenkins, Donald Moyer and Virginia Kehoe. 

1. WORK SESSION:





President Carey

2. PUBLIC COMMENT




President Carey

· Safety Committee Presentation-Physical fitness of our employees.
Herman Johnson discussed the importance of healthy employees.  John Smith, President and Owner of Serenity Martial Arts, 400 State Street, Clarks Summit, PA, was introduced.  John Smith reviewed his packet of information regarding the mental and physical health benefits from his program.  This program is intended for Police Officers, DPW Workers, Fire Department and other borough employees.

· The Firehouse-A Gathering Place-update.




Virginia Kehoe indicated an artist rendering of the plan for the “Gathering Place” on display in Council Chambers.  Dori Waters (representing the Abington Area Community Classroom) provided Virginia with a draft of the idea that would be appropriate when they are ready to move ahead.  Herman asked if council had appointed a council member to be the coordinator/liaison with the AACC.  Roy Davis offered to be the liaison.  Don Moyer commented that this “Gathering Place” is for the entire Abington’s, not just Clarks Summit.  Concerns raised- will this bldg. be used year round?  Would a budget have to be established of what it would cost to run that part of the building?  Dori Waters responded by informing council that Clarks Summit funds will not be used at all.  The AACC will need a contract from Clarks Summit Borough to give their consent to move forward with plans for the “Gathering Place”.  Roy Davis expressed his concern about how permanent the “Gathering Place” will be.  Is it going to be part of the community for many years?  Patty Lawler complemented Dori on her excellent job, and the service she is providing for this community.  She thanked Dori for her dedication.  
· Janine Port-Trolley Trail Committee, a division of:  The Countryside Conservancy  

Bill Kern explained how the trolley would run through the Abington’s, out to Keystone College, Factoryville and eventually out to Lake Winola.  There is a piece of land between Clarks Summit and Dalton, approximately 50ft that is not technically in Clarks Summit.  Cheryl Ellsworth, the Trail Coordinator, spoke next concerning the Trail project.  Cheryl stated that it has taken ten years to put together three miles of trails so far.  Now the focus is that they have funds to put up historical signage in the Clarks Summit Borough, with the Zoning Hearing Board’s approval.  Their goal is to reconnect the small municipalities and the towns along the route.  Herman Johnson asked about the sidewalks and where in the park they would put the sign.  Cheryl answered wherever it is allowed.
· Building 1 Pa-Policy Paper
Virginia Kehoe discussed a written policy paper, from Building 1 America that states their goals and targets.  They welcomed the Clarks Summit Borough to a meeting in York asking board members to attend.  Patrick Williams, Virginia Kehoe and Herman Johnson had previously met with their representative.  Herman does plan to attend.

· Grandview Street Signage
Gerrie Carey discussed the street signs on Grandview Street, saying they should be taken down.  Possible put a small sign like “no outlet” or “no through street” instead.  Virginia agreed stating that residents are calling the borough asking DPW to remove the signs.  David Jenkins asked Virginia to check with our Solicitor and have something in writing to make sure this action is legal.

· TowerCo-Wetlands determination and removal bond
Clarks Summit Borough had approved a $50,000 bond to cover the cost if the TowerCo Cell Phone Tower is no longer being used and has to be removed from the site.  Mike Grab, TowerCo’s Attorney asked that the amount be reduced to $35,000.  Dave Jenkins made a recommendation that council adds a paragraph in the contract that gives the future councilmen the authority to increase the amount of the removal bond if needed.  Herman Johnson agreed with Dave Jenkins idea. Concerning the removal bond, Mike Grab (TowerCo Atty.) asked to revise a condition in the agreement.  The applicant will submit the GP7 application stating that the applicant will meet with Borough Engineer, Bob Naegele, at the property prior to the submission of the application to discuss with a representative of DP7 the scope.  David Jenkins also discussed what will happen to trees that are removed during the construction phase.  Mike grab stated that he would put in the contract that if upon removal of the driveway, any trees that were removed for placement of the driveway would have to be replaced.
Dave Badalamente-Treasurer for the Abington Little League     
1. They need to purchase tractors to cut the grass at the Little League field at Sheridan Park.  Virginia stated that the Clarks Summit Borough would have to purchase the lawn movers and give them to Dave Badalamente as Dave would be paying for them.  Donald Moyer and Herman Johnson asked Virginia Kehoe to make sure this is legal and ethical to donate the tractors to Dave Badalamente for use at Sheridan Park.

2. There will be 50-75 adults at The Sheridan Field to help clean up the park.  One dump truck will be used to haul away brush and heavy concrete/brick material.  

3. A Grant Writer was hired and they are looking to make renovations to improve Sheridan field.  They would like to level out the playing field, have new fencing, new dugouts.  Possibly a working speaker system and scoreboard.  
Resignation of Christine Tsaklas-Borough Treasurer:  Virginia Kehoe stated that Christine Tsaklas has given her resignation as borough treasurer.  An advertisement for a new treasurer is running in the paper.  David Jenkins suggested this personnel issue be discussed in the Executive Session.  Herman Johnson suggested writing an either letter of appreciation or an accommodation to Christine.  Virginia stated that there will be a luncheon for Christine on Thursday, David Jenkins suggested Wednesday night at the council meeting.  Virginia would follow up on the exact day.  

Borough Picture:  Virginia Kehoe informed the council that there would be a formal picture taken at 6:30pm next Wednesday, before the council meeting.

Recycling:  Herman Johnson asked about where we stand on the recycling grant and if the borough is getting the reports from J. P. Mascaro.  Virginia Kehoe agreed that the Borough needs to get information and paperwork regarding this matter.  
Police Consolidation:  Herman Johnson asked on the status of the Police Consolidation.  Virginia stated that Newton Township voted yes, signed and submitted the paperwork.  The state did receive Clarks Summit and Newton Twp.’s letter of intent and are waiting to hear from the state to see when they will start the survey.  Glenburn Township did not sign the paperwork; the subject was tabled at their last meeting.

EMA Book:  Herman Johnson discussed the completed EMA Book.  The book is being distributed to the department heads:  The Borough Manager, Fire Department, Police Department, Mayor Harry Kelly, and the DPW.  A few corrections were made and Herman stated that it is an outstanding book.  Council will be voting on the resolution to adopt the book at the council meeting.
Police Vehicles:  Herman Johnson discussed his concern with the Clarks Summit Borough Police Department vehicles.  He suggested the borough looks into a price on leasing or buying two new vehicles in the near future.  Roy Davis suggested looking into the idea of better servicing the Police Vehicles so they stay in good condition.  
Sidewalks on Depot Street:  Donald Moyer discussed the sidewalk situation on Depot Street.  Will the sidewalks be widened, narrowed or do we keep them the same?  Virginia Kehoe added that if the sidewalks are shortened, CDBG will not patch or pave the area that was shortened.  Herman Johnson discussed the idea that if the sidewalks are shortened to add angled parking, the borough could patch or pave the left over strip (from the shortened sidewalk), and put Depot Street on the blacktop list next year.  This will allow for the angled parking on Depot Street.  Donald Moyer suggested we vote on the sidewalk situation at the next meeting.  Virginia offered to put this on the agenda for the next council meeting.  Donald Moyer said yes. 

 3.   REVIEW OF April 4, 2012 AGENDA:  This had been discussed throughout the meeting, as to what will be on the agenda.
4.  ADJOURN:






President Carey
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Schmidt 

Assistant Borough Secretary


