

 BOROUGH OF CLARKS SUMMIT

BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING

APRIL 4, 2012
The regular March Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, April 4, 2012 at 7:02 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clark’s Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Mr. Herman Johnson, Mr. Patrick Williams, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mr. Roy Davis, Ms. Patricia Lawler, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. David Jenkins, Mr. Donald Moyer and Solicitor Patrick Rogan. Chief Louis Vitale was absent. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey
MEDITATION:







Mayor Kelly
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:





Mayor Kelly
Accept Resignation of Christine Tsaklas




President Carey]
David Jenkins was the first to make a motion to accept the resignation of Christine Tsaklas, Patty Lawler seconded the motion and it was carried 7-0.  
Resolution 2012-13 – Tsaklas Thank you.
David Jenkins made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-12, Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it was carried 7-0.
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:




President Carey
Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the agenda, Roy Davis seconded the motion and it was carried 7-0

(1A).  COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· Clarks Summit Fire Company-Jake Hoinowski read off statistical information for the Council.  Jake mentioned that Bob Bass had offered to perform safety inspections for the businesses in Clarks Summit.  Herman Johnson suggested a committee to be set up to for discussion and also to refer to the county solicitors where the liability lays.  After committee has gathered information, a vote can be made on this program.  Herman Johnson made the first motion for the committee and it was seconded by Pat Williams, the vote was carried 7-0.
(1B).  OLD BUSINESS:  Wetlands Determination and Removal Bond
· Three modifications were approved by Borough Council.  First, TowerCo will be responsible for replanting any trees removed during the construction process.  Second, TowerCo will post a $35,000 “Removal Bond” to ensure that if the tower is no longer used for wireless telecommunication purposes, it shall be removed.  Also Borough Council may review the adequacy of the Removal Bond every 20 years to make sure the Bond amount is sufficient.  Third, TowerCo will submit a GP7 application, but first they will meet with the Borough Engineer at the site to review and discuss the scope of the GP7 application.  David Jenkins was the first to make a motion on the approval of the modifications, the second motion was from Herman Johnson, the vote was carried 7-0.
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:




President Carey


February 28, 2012 Work Session

March 7, 2012 Regular Meeting
A motion to approve the meeting’s minutes was first made by Herman Johnson and seconded by Patty Lawler, decision was carried 7-0.
3.  PUBLIC COMMENT & INPUT: 



President Carey
Gerard Hepman-The Representative of the Lackawanna County Communication Relations made an announcement of events in Lackawanna County.  Virginia agreed to put the announcements up on the borough’s website.
Marie Van Wie discussed the signs on Grandview Street.  She discussed the possibility of having  permanent signs because the temporary signs were being taken down without permission.  Also, the area that has been filled with dirt piles to stop cars from passing through is eroding, that area without a barrier has become much wider.  Marie suggested possibly putting rocks there so the passageway is not as large.  She commented on motorcycles using that area and moving at a high rate of speed.  Herman Johnson suggested signs that read “No Thru Way” for vehicles but still have an area where pedestrians can walk or ride their bikes comfortably.  Herman Johnson commented that this will be discussed at the Council Work Session, after Council Members go to the area of Grandview in question.  Charlie Martin suggested writing a letter to South Abington Township about putting up their own sign on the other side of Grandview Street which is in their jurisdiction.  

Janine Port discussed the situation at the Gerrity’s Supermarket parking lot.  She spoke of illegal activity taking place there.  There was a suggestion regarding a “Crime Watch” group that could possibly be formed to police the parking lot.  A possible deterrent for illegal activity.         

4.  BIDS & QUOTATIONS:




President Carey
5.  BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT


President Carey
The first motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by David Jenkins and seconded by Roy Davis and was carried unanimously 7-0.

6.  COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Building & Plant


Pat Williams, Chair
· Finance Committee


Gerrie Carey, Chair
Discussed replacing the Treasurer for the Borough.
· Grant Committee


Patty Lawler, Chair
Patty Lawler announced the approval of the CDBG Grant, discussed Depot Street, the American Water Grant for $10,000, and the Arts Grant.

· Insurance Committee

Roy Davis, Chair
Roy Davis stated that there is nothing new to discuss.

· Personnel Committee

Gerrie Carey, Chair 
Discussion will be continued in the Executive Session.

· Public Safety/Safety


Herman Johnson, Chair
Herman Johnson stated that there was nothing new.

· Public Works



Herman Johnson, Chair
Herman Johnson stated that the Public Works issues are being addressed.

· Recreation



Don Moyer, Chair
No new information.
· Recycling Committee

Patty Lawler, Chair
Clarks Summit Elementary is recycling the phone books and it is going very well.  Earth Day 2012 is also moving along well.  There is a “Color Contest” in the Abington Journal and children are encouraged to enter.

· Abington Senior Center

Warren Watkins

Warren Watkins discussed the Annual Report.  Discussed the interest in the communication with our “Sister City” in Wales.  Warren also serves on the board of the ABPA and coordinated information with Virginia Kehoe.  The membership at the Abington Senior Center is increasing and more activities would be beneficial to the community members that go to the center.
· Clarks Summit Civil Service Commission
David Jones, Chair – Annual Report
David Jones attended a training seminar on March 13, 2012 and did provide a letter of summary for the board to review.  He recommends that every person working in the Clarks Summit Borough have a “job description.”  Herman Johnson agreed that the department heads should give that information to the Personnel Committee.

`


· Clarks Summit Emergency Management Coordinator Herman Johnson – resolution 2012-09 EMA Manual, Council Commendation.
Herman Johnson made the first motion to accept resolution 2012-09, the EMA Manual.  The motion was seconded by Pat Williams and all were in favor 7-0.
Herman Johnson did ask that the resolution include the entire EMA not just himself. 

· Clarks Summit Fire Company 
Jake Hoinowski
Summarized earlier in minutes labeled “1B”
7.  POLICE REPORT:





Mayor Kelly
Mayor Kelly read over the police report.  Discussion about the police car that currently for sale.  Roy Davis also discussed the vandalism at the Little League Park.

8.  VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:


President Carey
First motion to pay vendors was given by David Jenkins, seconded by Herman Johnson, all in favor 7-0.
9.  OLD BUSINESS:





President Carey
· Towerco – Wetlands Determination and Removal Bond
Previously discussed earlier in minutes labeled “1A”

· Police Regionalization – Newton Twp
Virginia Kehoe stated that an update was given at the work session and nothing has changed.
· Depot Street Lighting – letter to PPL
PPL checked Depot Street and stated that they cannot lower the lights on the pole because of other connections there.  There are different wattages that are available.  Currently we are hooked up to the 9500 lumins.  The suggestion is that we move up to the 16,000 lumins.  The Borough would have to agree to a 10 year contract with PPL.  David Jenkins suggested waiting until the reconfiguration on Depot Street is complete before making changes to the lighting situation. This is being tabled until the Work Session Meeting.  
· Sewer Billing – solicitor’s determination
Sewer billing would be discussed in an Executive Session. 
10.  NEW BUSINESS:





President Carey
A. Spring Roadside Cleanup Day
Herman Johnson discussed the importance of the cleanup day on April 28, 2012.  Parks and sides of roads need to be cleaned up, volunteers are welcome.

B. Authorized Signers for Plan Trustees- Police and Non-Uniformed
The police pension and the non-uniform pension plan is updated every year and council needs to reiterate who is going to be authorized to sign on any activity.  Currently Gerrie Carey and Virginia Kehoe are authorized signers.  There was a discussion about adding Roy Davis’s name also.  The first motion to approve the authorized signers for the plan trustees-Police and Non-Uniformed was Roy Davis, seconded by Patty Lawler, the motion carried 5-2; with Patrick Williams and Herman Johnson voting nay.  
11.  BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:


President Carey
The first motion to approve the Borough Sewer Office Report was David Jenkins, it was seconded by Roy Davis, the motion was carried 7-0.  Patrick Williams asked about the status of the aging (unpaid) sewer collection with Virginia Kehoe.  Virginia explained the system currently in place to collect the unpaid sewer bills.  She offered to listen to any ideas or suggestions to improve the current system.
12.  SOLICITOR’S REPORT:




Solicitor Rogan
13.  CORRESPONDENCE:

· Bedford Towers

The community service group,  from Judge Barrasse’s drug treatment court,  were very helpful in cleaning up the garbage and debris that was near the railroad tracks behind Bedford Towers. Patrick Williams suggested the CEO of Canadian Pacific Railroad be sent a letter informing them of the debris, so they can police their own area or even possibly put up a fence to prevent people from littering in that area.
· Ed and MaryAnn Wallen

At 600 Sheridan Avenue, the pavement ends about 40 feet before the road actually ends.  The resident is asking that the area be fully extended with pavement.  Virginia Kehoe discussed the fact that that area needs storm water work done first, before paving should be done.  David Jenkins suggested putting binder in and also, have DPW check the area out.
· Wagman, Inc.
Wagman Engineering has a bridge replacement project on Shady Lane Road that will affect traffic in the area.

· FOP request

Roy Davis made a motion to approve the request, for the Borough of Clarks Summit to give authorization to sell Chief Vitale’s gun to Starr Uniform; the motion was seconded by David Jenkins and the vote was unanimous 7-0.

Council Recessed 
Council Reconvened at 10:25pm
14.  EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:




President Carey
· Prior- 


3/7/2012 Personnel





3/27/2012 Potential Litigation & Personnel
· During-
Roy Davis made the first motion to approve the 3% raise for Virginia Kehoe.  The motion was seconded by Donny Moyer, motion passed 5-1 with Herman Johnson abstaining and Patrick Williams voted nay.

Roy Davis made the first motion to approve the 3% raise for Neil Bartholome.  The motion was seconded by David Jenkins, the motion passed 5-1 with Herman Johnson abstaining and Patrick Williams voted nay.

Donny Moyer made the first motion for the approval of Virginia Kehoe to hire a Treasurer for the borough as a temporary/30 day hire, until Personnel Committee votes. Roy Davis seconded the motion, the vote carried unanimously 7-0.  Virginia Kehoe stated that Melissa Jones is best suited for the job at $15 an hour.
Donny Moyer made the first motion to hire a Secretary for the borough, 30 hours a week, $10 an hour under same temporary conditions as Treasurer.  David Jenkins seconded the motion and the vote carried unanimously 7-0.

David Jenkins made the first motion to send letters to people/businesses involved with the sewer billing situation.  Virginia will use certified mail to send the letters.  The vote was seconded by Patty Lawler and was carried 7-0.

Subsequent-
· ADJOURN:






President Carey
Meeting was “recessed” to reconvene later this month of March 2012.

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer Schmidt
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